
 

 

Rev. Tony Arrington  

 
As we move toward Mother’s Day I wish to thank all of the mothers whom the Lord has blessed 

to be part of this congregation.  Just to catch myself, and everybody else up the Lord has led this 
congregation on quite a Lenten journey.  It was a time of examination and a time of exploration for 
the people whom the Lord Jesus has called his own named Hillcrest-Bellefonte, it all began with the 
“Winter Carnival” sponsored by the Christian Education Department under the direction of Sister 
Elaine Murphy.  The “Winter Carnival” was equipped with period costumes ready and available for 
staff and participants alike.  These moments of pretend and fantasy bring the Biblical stories alive 
and real as they sink into the hearts of both young and old. It is an outreach event for the community. 
For me personally it started with an Ash Wednesday service at Chester-Bethel.  My soul was bur-
dened with the subject being, “No Cross: No Crown.”  To be honest in a  rush (I thought) I picked a 
subject that was easy for me to preach, because of my supposed familiarity with the text, and be-
sides it coincides with the Ash Wednesday text.  Praise the Lord, for his sense of humor, because he 
had something else in mind.  This Lenten season would be one in which those words would ring true 
in spirit and in deed.   

This Lenten season the Lord Jesus has presented a time for this congregation to begin to rise 
to its truer calling to share the gospel in spite of hardship and uncertainty. The Holy Spirit to stretch-
es our personal and corporate faith. 

Unity in a church comes when we surrender our personal agenda and pick up Christ’s agenda, 
when our humility is not based on what we can gain, but it’s based on an increasing level to see and 
worship Jesus in our day and our time.  This was part of the Lenten lesson the Lord was showing us 
and we found this to be part of the master plan for the Hillcrest-Bellefonte UMC.  Learning from our 
ancestors we have in the immediate space and time, (that’s people alive in the congregation) and 
those we find in the scriptures.  We promise that the Lord is mighty in battle when the rubber hit the 
road; the Lord sent us ram in the bush.  The ram in the bush to protects and nurtures those of us 
who might grown faint, and fall short in their faith.  I remember one day in prayer, I was petitioning 
the Lord as to  the nature of the events that were occurring and the answer was, “Stand and See the 
Salvation of the Lord.”  You see beloved, the major lesson that I had to relearn was to trust the Lord 
even more than I had previously believed to Trust.  The Lord was taking us all to a new trust level in 
His will and His way for this great congregation called Hillcrest-Bellefonte. 

During this forty days of searching and examination we participated in a Thursday evening Bible 
study, team taught by Rev. Mary Browne of Chester Bethel, with participants from Holy Oak, Chester 
Bethel and Hillcrest-Bellefonte.  It was a wonderful study by Mike Slaughter: “The Renegade Gos-
pel:  The Radical Jesus!”.  Slaughter’s book along with a video, gave us hands on insight of how 
we should begin to view Jesus as the radical he really is, and in doing so we open up possibilities for  
more people to join us in building the most radical regime of all and that would be the Kingdom of 
God. 

We were blessed to celebrate the wedding of Nichelle and Tynell Parker during the Ides of 
March, and there is no better way to show God’s love than a wedding.  On the same Sunday, Randy 
and Miriam Blackmer made it back to service after batting with illness, they also just recently cele-
brated their 60th wedding anniversary.  Wow, what a wonderful blessing the Lord Jesus Christ has 
made for them and for us.  We thank the Lord for the service of Steve Welch and Carolyn Backus, 
they were honored at the district laity banquet for their outstanding service to the Lord Jesus Christ 
and their unending service to Hillcrest-Bellefonte.  May the Lord bless them and keep them as well. 
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A Message from Our Pastor… 



 
 You will fill 
me with joy 

in your  
presence, 

with eternal 
pleasures at 
your right 

hand . 
Psalm 16:11 
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Nancy Gerney 
Director of Music 

MUSIC MINISTRY/WORSHIP COMMITTEE 

 

WORSHIP COMMISSION 

Nancy Gerney, Chairperson 

 

Let the Holy Spirit fill and control you. Then you will sing psalms and hymns and 

spiritual songs among yourselves, making music to the Lord in your hearts, giving 

thanks to God for everything! 

Ephesians  5:18-20 

 

We experienced a blessed 2014 Christmas season at Hillcrest Bellefonte United 

Methodist Church. On Christmas Eve, at our Family Service, the adult choir and the 

children’s department joined forces to present an inspirational message of Christ’s 

birth. We were honored with beautiful special music from our guest flutist, Sarah 

Davis. Thanks to all of the adult and children’s choir members, the soloists, readers 

and special appreciation to Dan Murphy who wrote and narrated the program. 

 

Our music ministry is growing as we have recently formed the HBUMC Praise Team 

to lead us in worship as we join together to dynamically and wholehearted praise our 

Lord God Almighty. Our team is very excited about expanding this ministry as we 

seek the Lord’s guidance and direction. 

 

On February 15, 2015, we had the honor of welcoming Pastor Tom Laymon as our 

guest speaker and the Sunday Breakfast Mission Men’s Choir as special music as 

they join us to share their ministry in music and testimony. Everyone enjoyed a 

luncheon and fellowship in Hillcrest Hall following the worship service. 

 

Our church and congregation celebrated Black History month on Sunday, February 

22nd with praise music and special music selections. Our guest praise dancer, Amber 

Demby, shared a talented and uplifting performance. Much appreciation to all who 

planned and participated in this meaningful event. 

 

During the season of Lent, we offered special Lenten Bible Studies on Wednesday 

nights at 6:00pm and at our Sunday morning worship, Pastor Anthony Arrington 

spoke on the series, “Let Me Ask You A Question?” This is a compelling series on 

life questions that, as Christians, we deal with everyday which will speak to and 

guide all of us.  

 

The music department presented our Easter 2015 seasonal music. We had our tradi-

tional Cross Progression ceremony on Palm Sunday, March 29 at 11:00 am culminat-

ing with a time of rejoicing as the children distributed palm fronds to our congrega-

tion.  The HBUMC choir along with special guest soloists and the children’s depart-

ment lead our service in triumphant music celebrating our Savior’s resurrection on 

Easter Sunday, April 5, 2015.    

 

During the month of May we will be honoring our Mothers on Mother’s Day, also a 

special service of appreciation to our Veterans on Veterans Day. June is Dad’s month 

as we celebrate Father’s Day. Look for more info on this in upcoming issues of this 

newsletter. 

 

The altar is still available for anyone wishing to place flowers in church in memory 

or honor of a loved one or for a special event. Please call our church office, 302-764-

3145.  

 

If you would like to share and offer your service in worship, there are many areas of 

need where you could make a big difference behind the scenes. Although we have all 

been given unique gifts, we are all one body in Christ. As we work together, we can 

accomplish amazing things. 

 

Worship is our 24/7 response of thanksgiving to God for His grace and daily provi-

sion in our lives. Throughout the week at HBUMC, there are ongoing programs and 

events to share in fellowship during prayer groups and bible studies.  Be sure and 

check the Sunday bulletin for each week’s opportunities to draw closer to our Lord 

and Savior. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://bible.gospelcom.net/passage/?search=Psalm%2034:%203;&version=45;


HBUMC MISSIONS 

Thursday Bible Study and Food Closet  
by Sally Welch 

 

As a new attendee of the Thursday morning Bible Study and Food Closet, I want to 

share my observations of the excellent work being done for members of both the 

HBUMC and the Wilmington Community. There are a couple of women who are 

very versed in the Bible and they are helping Rev. Arrington with prayer and reading 

from the Bible. Some of the participants make coffee and get sweets for folks to en-

joy during the study. 

 

The folks other than Pastor Tony who work so hard to make sure this works include 

Jimmy and Carolyn Backus, Howdy Border, Chet Roberts, and Jo Culbreath. I 

watch these folks empty refrigerators, set up the kitchen to look inviting, sort the 

good food from the spoiled food, put smiles on their faces, keep order and so on. 

In the Bible Study it is wonderful watching folks taking in the lessons and asking 

questions (very good ones). During the last couple of months that I attended, there 

have been a few women who took Jesus Christ as their savior. One even joined the 

church. It is wonderful watching the faces as something from the WORD clicks and 

makes sense. 

 

As Nancy Thornton has said, I am an ancient in this church. So I enjoy inviting the 

men and women to attend church and to come to other events we have. We had folks 

visit during Holy Week as well as to other events. 

I am excited as we talk about bringing others to the Bible Study in the future by add-

ing another day of the week. We have been having enough food so now we need to 

decide what day. We’ve asked the folks who are coming now, to ask their neighbors 

as to what day of the week would be best. We are trying to increase the number of 

folks we serve. 

 

With another day, we need more hands. Sometimes it takes Howdy and Chet a cou-

ple of trips to get the food. Carolyn and Jimmy often give a couple of days for sort-

ing and even packaging some of the food into smaller packs. Please let Carolyn and 

Jimmy know how often you can take a turn to help. Jo also is there  

weekly with the sorting, packaging larger quantities into several smaller ones. 

 

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED. PLEASE CONSIDER HELPING WITH THIS 

EXCITING SUCCESSFUL PROGRAM. 

 

Besides thanking the volunteers for the success of this program, Pastor Tony’s Bible 

Studies are so inspiring and informative. I have had many a light bulb bring me new 

insights to the Bible.  
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Wilmington Clergy/Laity Conference 
 by Sally Welch 

 

Rev. Arrington and I attended the Wilmington District Clergy/Laity Conference. Rev.  

Arrington was elected for three years to be a member of the District Committee on Urban Center Ministries, 

which decides Urban Center Ministries grant amounts, procedures and related information. This committee 

has been in effect for several years and has awarded grants to several programs within the United Methodist 

Churches and missions in Wilmington, DE. The money comes mostly from the dividends and other earnings 

available because of the sale of a UMC and the conference’s investment of the money.  

 

We are not in Wilmington but on the edge of the city and hoping to change the criteria to include the churches 

that serve the inner city such as our Thurs. morning Bible Study and food closet as well as the clothes closet. 

The focus for one program over the next 2 years is to help these churches (there are seven) to begin to use 

electronics. We will be able to take advantage of the training that will be offered. I am excited about this pro-

gram. Hold tight and we will keep you posted as we get new information. Questions? Contact Sally Welch 

302-764-6768 or skdwelch@gmail.com 

A Palm Sunday Special Sighting 
By Kristie Moore 

 

   Ten minutes before our service Palm Sunday, in our park-
ing lot, a couple of congregants, a guest and neighbor froze in their steps, agape, awed, necks 
craned skyward. 
 
     Against the backdrop of the cloudless, perfect blue sky, only one bird was visible. Highlighted by 
brilliant sun, this big bird circled over our parking lot and church.  He lofted on the tender breezes.  
 
    We watchers remained frozen, silent and mesmerized. But, why?  When he occasionally flapped 
his wings with grace and reverence, appropriate for Palm Sunday, we realized and appreciated that 
this visitor was a mature American Bald Eagle. He circled again, again and again. 
     What was he doing here? Trying to figure out which of our many doors to enter the church, per-
chance to perch on a pew and attend service?  Or, maybe, with his eye-catching costume, he want-
ed to audition for a new part in “Hotel Heaven”? 
 
   At last, our rapturous raptor alit in a tree on our parking lot’s south side. He gawked at us; we 
gawked back. Then he flew off, evidently sensitive to our time constraints. 
 
   We watchers unfroze, marched happily into church, grateful for the pre-service live-documentary. 
We arrived on time. Thank you, God.  
      

Wilmington District Laity Committee 

Sally Welch 

 

The District had their training (free) for several positions in the church. It was great to see so many folks from 

all over the Eastern part of the Wilmington District. Ginny Wayland attended with me. We learned lots and 

brought the literature home with us. You will be invited to attend again next year. This is where you can ex-

change ideas for different areas of taking care of the worship, buildings, missions, etc. Please consider taking 

something next year. This is especially for members of any committee; not just the chair. 

 

This spring beginning April 14 for 5 Tuesdays the classes will be taught as follows: Tuesday, April 14th thru 

Tuesday, May 12th, 2015 . . . 7:00 PM - 9:30 PM at Aldersgate United Methodist Church, 2313 Concord 

Pike, Wilmington, DE. Advanced Courses:  

Lord When Did We ,  How We Care,  Lay Servants Lead Prayer,  Lay Servers Preach Living Our Beliefs,  

The UM Way (John Wesley - Part 2).  I know a couple the classes has already passed but you can still go. 

Call me (Sally – 302-764-6768) for information. 

 

DISTRICT LAITY COMMITTEE 



 

Service is More like Play 

To me when helping with events, like say the first ever Winter Carnival.  We did a verbal 

sketchy plan at our circle meeting and then gathered people and lots of stuff - mostly from 

Elaine Murphey’s treasure laden kids’ closet - to collectively invent and turn our fellowship 

hall into a bible themed, fun filled play land! 

Holy Spirit certainly had a fun time with us putting together and executing the event like a 

free flowing group dance!  

Marian Humphrey 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

  

  

JOY IN MY HEART 
Sally Welch 

  

The Joy Circle has been studying about JOY.  It is open-

ing lots of understanding for all of us.    

 

For me, it has all come together through Easter 2015.  I have so much JOY from so much we 

have done as a congregation.  There have been lunches, the Children’s Carnival, Singing from 

Sunday Breakfast Mission, our own Thursday Bible study and food closet, the clothes closet, 

training from the District, Lenten meals and Bible Study with Holly Oak Calvary UMC and 

Chester-Bethel UMC at Hillcrest-Bellefonte UMC, Rev. Arrington’s appointment to the Urban 

District Committee, the Laity Celebration including a performance of “Hotel Heaven”, Ash 

Wednesday service at Chester-Bethel, Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday service at  Hillcrest-

Bellefonte UMC, Good Friday service at Aldersgate UMC, Easter Service with the glorious 

singing and Flute playing and communion in the pews.   All this topped of the next week with 

the beginning of the installation of the air conditioners in the sanctuary and the message deliv-

ered by Kaiyra Greer – pastoral intern.   It was her first ever and we were so privileged to be in 

the congregation.    

  

 Joyous Joy Circle 

Our UMW Joyous Joy Circle Is indeed an ever increasing blast!  Warm fuzzies begin with 

the greeting into the host of the evening’s home and ends with chat and chuckles while 

snacking.  We get VERY serious while planning events, along with Ruth Circle, like family 

fun festivals, the bazaar and home cooked soups.  We also tickle the edges of intimacy with 

each other as we explore our walk with God through His word.  We welcome any woman 

who wants to try us out on the 2nd Tuesday evening of the month.  

Mariam Humphrey 
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UP COMING EVENTS 

400 Hillcrest Avenue-Wilmington (302-764-3145) 

The United Methodist Women would like to invite everyone to join us for lunch 

after church on Sunday, May 3, 2015 

  

We will have salads, sandwiches and desserts provided by the UMW.  Over the 

years the UMW has done this several times a year to give the congregation a time 

for fellowship and at the same time to raise a little money toward our mission projects via a “Love Offering”.  

For those  who aren’t sure what a “Love Offering” is, it can be described as a donation in appreciation for 

something that has stirred your heart and/or moved your soul.  And, we know that as we give to what spiritu-

ally feeds us, it creates a ripple that goes out into the universe blessing the world. 

  

Thanks very much, 

Carol Broadway 

   

May 24, 2015 -  Memorial Day picnic will be held on the lawn after church.  

Hot dogs and hamburgers will be supplied.  Just come and enjoy. 

 Spring Cleaning?  The New to You Clothes Closet is now accepting do-

nations.  Please support this ministry by donating your gently used 

clothing items.  Hours of operation, Thursdays 9am —12 pm. 

Saturday, April 25, 2015 
Donate Time ~Donate Supplies  

Donate a bag of mulch   

Inside and out 

Hotel Heaven  

  

     April 26, 2015  -  Rock of Ages Church 

3:30  PM 

May 23, 2015  - Bethel AME  

Saturday 12  noon 

  

Brandywine School District Achiever’s Academy 

5K Run/Walk 

Saturday, May 2, 2015 at 9:00 am 

Registration begins at 8:00 am 

Rockford park, Wilmington, De   

Registration online at www.delawaretiming.com/

(Key Word Achievers) 

Cost:  $20 before April 30th, $25 thereafter 

Proceeds Benefit Achievers Academy at Brandywine 

School District.  For Information contact:  newlifein-

ternational@comcast.net or call 267 992 1424 

***Awards will be presented** 

Free Skin Cancer Screening  

and Awareness Program 
 

Wednesday, May 6th or Thursday, May 7th 2015 

Education Session Includes:  Self exam, risk factors, how to 

protect yourself and family. 

5:30—7:45 pm 

Christiana Care 

Helen F. Graham Cancer Center 

(on the Christiana Hospital campus) 

4701 Ogletown-Stanton Road 

Newark, Delaware\Register today! 

302 623 2273 



We were honored to have the Hillcrest Players perform at the same event with up coming 
engagements scheduled for the spring and summer.  We believe  that the Lord, is gong to use 
this ministry as a vehicle to open up community participation in the life for Hillcrest-Bellefonte.  
May the Lord bless them and keep them as well. 

The Lord, continued to bless us with the Psalm Sunday and Easter Services presented by 
our Musical Director Nancy, Bro. Dan Murphy, the Hillcrest Players, and special guest Sarah 
Davis….Flutist extraordinaire. 

Blessed is the name of the Lord, because the Lord, truly blessed us with the phenomenal 
voice of Sister Lilly May Border, her rendition of “How Great thou At,” put George Beverly Shea 
to shame. There wasn’t a dry eye or heart that was not pounding with holy inspiration.  The Spir-
it and the atmosphere for both Sunday’s was truly a divine blessing, God, enabled us to incorpo-
rate music, drama and preaching into an audio-visual capture of the passion of Jesus, taken di-
rectly from the gospels. 

We here at Hillcrest-Bellefonte also have been intentional about connecting with our sister 
churches Chester-Bethel, Holy Oak and Aldersgate, by sharing and sponsoring Maunday Thurs-
day and Good Friday services each with traditional and contemporary flavors to the life of the 
service. 

All of these blessing had been bestowed upon us even though the Lenten season had 
done its part in stretching our faith, the long awaited time had come when would see the one of 
the dreams and goals of the congregation come to God’s fruition and that was the installation, 
and completion of an air condition system in the sanctuary.  Last year through Miracle Sunday 
we raised monies to secure and install an air conditioning system in the sanctuary and bolster 
the resources for the Food Ministry of the church. The final blessing is that as I write this long 
awaited letter, thanks be to God, the workmen are installing the air conditioning for the church.  
Our God is truly an awesome God, we came in under  budget and in doing so have saved more 
money for food ministry….Thank you Jesus!  And Lord, we thank you for Chet and Ashley Rob-
erts for their tenacity and dedication to seeing the work of the Lord completed in Jesus’ name.  
They worked diligently with the leadership team to get the most bang for the congregation’s 
buck and boy, did the Lord, bless their efforts. We were able to install the air conditioner before 
the summer season. Let up pray that the Lord, bless us this summer with cool and collected 
brides.  That’s all for now; may the Lord, continue to bless you in your going in and your coming 
out.  Yours in Christ’s struggle.  

 Rev. 

A Message from Our Pastor… (continued) 

A Glorious Anytime Gift 

 
                                       “Wisdom of Our Fathers” by the late Tim Russert, a longtime TV journalist, is a riveting compila-

tion of real letters from adult sons and daughters to their fathers. These “children” come from a variety of backgrounds. 

Details of their letters display a maturity in understanding fatherhood.  

    The letters provide insight, sometimes irritation but ultimately appreciations. You also will find 

much humor in this book. 

    This is a book that could help draw a family closer. If you are a Mom give the book to your adult 

children to write letters to their father…hmmm, perhaps for Father’s Day? Or give the book to 

yourself; you will be charmed and immensely inspired. Are you lucky enough to have one or both  

         of your own parents living…howzabout writing your own Dad a letter?  (Mothers like letters, too) 

                 

                                 But, for Father’s Day, you may want to forget giving a tie this year and instead write a heartfelt letter. 

 

(This book will soon be a new arrival in HBUMC’s library.) 

     

   

    By Kristie Moore 
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Mother’s Day Prayer:  

A 21st Century Worship Resource 

This day we gather with eager hearts, hungry for your Word, yearning for the joy 

you promise in love. O God, together we hold a vision of your kingdom, a people of 

prayer and open hearts, a loving Body of Christ eager to learn and eager to share. 

You bless us, O God, and shine upon us with the mercy of your salvation. And your 

Good Earth has yielded its increase through those who have brought us great bless-

ing. 

On this day of celebrating your love, we lift to you those who have given us life, 

those who have loved us, those who have blessed us, and those who have taught us, 

our mothers. May your blessing pour out upon the woman who gave us birth, and 

those beautiful, strong women of faith who have been mothers to us along our jour-

ney. 

We praise you, O God, for your gift of motherly love, both gentle and fierce, both 

strong and humble, both kind and true. Where we have been so blessed, we give our 

grateful praise, for you have provided loving hands that have worked so hard in rais-

ing us, cared enough to correct us, blessed us in ways we cannot have fully known 

as children. 

We call forth your compassion upon every mother who has unknowingly caused 

pain and suffering. And, so we lift to you our mothers, so imperfect, also so wound-

ed by this world. 

We bless our mothers this day, no matter what they have done or left undone. We do 

this because we believe in your healing, and we believe in your love and we believe 

that you love every mother, good or bad; and we stand together with all mothers in 

solidarity, for we all are in need of your grace. Where we have failed because we did 

not know better, help us to forgive ourselves. Where we have seen your face in any 

woman who has been to us a mother, in her face we have seen your light and your 

love and we give thanks -- for where they have loved, they have kept your word and 

blessed us. 

We lift to you the heart of every mother who has watched her child die of hunger, 

every mother who had been a victim of abuse, every woman who stands in protest 

against a world that massacres her children and renames them "collateral damage." 

We lift to you the prayer of every mother who has ever loved and lost. 

We lift to you our Mother Earth. We lift to you our Mother Church. We lift to you, O 

God, your mother's heart; and although we cannot fully express our gratitude, help 

each one of us to be your blessing of love, a blessing straight from your heart. 

Amen. 

"Mother's Day Prayer" Copyright 2008 Rev. Jane Sommers. All Rights Reserved. Posted with permission. 

 

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY 
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A LITTLE MOTHER’S DAY HUMOR  

Kids……... 

One day while watching TV with my oldest son 

the announcer says a boy’s best friend is his dog.  

My son, with a puzzled look on his face, replies 

“a dog…..a dog is his best friend, doesn’t he 

have a mom?” 
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Hillcrest-Bellefonte United Methodist Church 

400 Hillcrest Avenue 

Wilmington, DE   19809 

 

Phone: 302-764-3145 

E-mail: hillcrestbellefonteumc@verizon.net 

Open Minds...  
Open Hearts...  
Open Doors.... 

Weekly Bible Studies 
Are you interested in learning more of God’s Word?  We have Bible 

study groups every Wednesday at 6:30 PM,  one each Thursday morning at 

9:30 am as part of the food ministry.  Beginning Sunday, April 26, 2015, 

Rev. Arrington will teaching a prayer class at 8am, and he will be stand-

ing in for Steve Welch and teaching adult bible classes at 9am. Please 

feel free to join in at any of these times; we would love to have you.  

Come, share and deepen your walk with our Lord! 

Nursery 

Our nursery is open for infants, toddlers and preschoolers each Sunday at 

11:15 AM, following the children’s sermon. Children are invited down to 

play and hear an age appropriate Bible story. 

Weekly Events 

 Sundays Tuesdays Wednesdays Thursdays  
8:00 AM  Prayer Class 10:00 AM Exercise Class, H.H.   9:30 AM Food Ministry, 1B 
9:30 AM Sunday School 7:00 PM Girl Scouts, 1B 6:30 PM Bible Study, 1B 9:30 AM New To You Shop 
11 AM Worship    6:30 PM Girl Scouts, 1B 10:00 AM Exercise Class, H. 
 

Church office open Tuesday—Friday, 9:00 AM to 2    

 
 
 
 
 

 

  


