
 

 
 

With much joy we are proud to present to our devoted readers the 2014 edition of The 

Voice. Over the past few months we have been bending the schedule for its release however, 

this delay is because the Lord has been taking us down paths that have given us amazingly  

insights into who we are as a congregation and a people of God. During the Christmas season 

we celebrated with extreme enthusiasm the Advent and birth of the Lord Jesus Christ. As usual, 

Elaine Murphy and company, along with Brother Dan and Sister Nancy Gerney, produced a 

very spectacular Christmas Eve service that was truly a treat for all involved. 

The new year brought us this administrations first planning meeting and what a planning 

meeting the Lord set before us. Every area of concern and the chairpersons of these committees  

were willing and open to new ideas and approaches to the ministry. It was a half day of brain-

storming and visioning for a people who were looking for the Lord to give us a vision to work 

toward, and praise the Lord it came forward with great enthusiasm and vigor. The theme that 

the Lord, imparted to us was, “Renew, Refresh, and Revive!” A most powerful and far reaching 

theme in which carries both an outward message to the community and an inward message to 

the commitment of the congregation, to pledge themselves to the building of  God’s Kingdom 

here on earth as it is in n heaven.  

The first pillar of the theme, “Renewal” should be a common theme in the Christian lexicon, 

how so, when we encounter the Lord throughout our life’s journey, there must be times when 

we are renewed in the spirit, renewed in our approach to living out our faith, renewed in our 

ability to be inviting to others whom the Lord is sending to us.  Paul, sums it up in Romans 

12:1-4. He asks us to renew our minds that they might be the minds of Christ Jesus, for in the 

mind of Jesus we know how to be gracious, we know how to be inviting, we know how to 

reach out to other, and more importantly when we take on the mind of Christ we see the best in 

others. We are easily reminded of how we were once in a wretched state of affairs and the Lord 

God sent someone to us, a friend, a boss, a loved one, who shared the gospel with us in such a 

way that our minds were renewed….. remember we left the trappings of the world and we now 

are lifers in the church, we’re changed, in a momen,t in a twinkling of the eye.  

Renewal, entails our relationship with the Lord to be faithful to the gospel and loving to 

other people. Renewal strips away the boredom and confusion of the world, leaving the Christian 

to have security in their God and in their faith, because the Lord has given us power to over-

come the world. Renewal is truly part of our lives as we travel throughout our pilgrims journey, 

in doing so we welcome new people along the journey and pray for those whom might be on 

our sick and shut-in list. We are praying for renewal in your body and your spirit and pray the 

Lord will make a way for us to bring the service to you. So Carol Broadway, Kate Hoey, Mari-

am Blackmeir and families, we are ardently praying for your speedy recovery.  

We also welcome with Christ's open arms, Nancy Thornton and Sandy Vitro for accepting 

leadership positions as Ad. Council and SPRC  Chairpersons and last but not least Matt Schiff-

haur as our new treasure. 

We also applaud the trustees as their election has placed Bro. Charlie Grimes as President- 

elect and Bro. Greg Lance as Vice Chair. (elections to be confirmed after service Feb. 2, 2014).  

Paul tells in the Romans text that we need to be transformed by the renewing of our 

minds.  What is so good about having faith in the process, is all of the miracles and blessings 

the Lord lets us encounter when we extend our trust in the Kingdom beyond our human limita-

tions. For the leaders and the congregation of Hillcrest-Bellefonte, my prayer is the renewing 

of the community here on earth as it is in heaven. Amen 

Rev. Tony Arrington  
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A Message from Our Pastor… 



 

 O magnify 
the Lord  
with me, 
and let us  
exalt His 

name  
together.  

Psalm 34: 3 
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Nancy Gerney 
Director of Music 

MUSIC MINISTRY/WORSHIP COMMISSION 

We experienced a blessed 2013 Christmas season at 

Hillcrest Bellefonte United Methodist Church. On Christmas 

Eve, at our Family Service, the adult choir and the children’s 

department joined forces to present an inspirational message 

of Christ’s birth. Thanks to all of the adult and children’s 

choir members, the soloists, readers and special appreciation 

to Dan Murphy who wrote and narrated the program. 

 

The choir is in preparation of their Easter 2014 seasonal 

music. If you have a desire to join in this effort, please contact 

Director of Music, Nancy Gerney.  

 

On February 16, 2014, we have the honor of welcoming 

Pastor Tom Laymon as our guest speaker and the Sunday 

Breakfast Mission Men’s Choir as special music as they join 

us to share their ministry in music and testimony. Everyone 

is invited to Hillcrest Hall for a luncheon and time of fellow-

ship immediately following the worship service. 

 

We are presently in the process of reviewing our sound 

system needs and making necessary upgrades. Items that 

require replacing are choir microphones, pulpit microphones 

and stage monitors. If you feel led to share by donating to 

this need, please contact Nancy Gerney.  

 

The altar is still available for anyone wishing to place 

flowers in church in memory or honor of a loved one or for a 

special event. Please call Barbara in our church office, 302-

764-3145.  

 

If you would like to share and offer your service in wor-

ship, there are many areas of need where you could make a 

big difference behind the scenes. Although we have all been 

given unique gifts, we are all one body in Christ. As we work 

together, we can accomplish amazing things. 

 

Worship is our 24/7 response of thanksgiving to God for 

His grace and daily provision in our lives. Throughout the 

week at HBUMC, there are ongoing programs and events to 

share in fellowship during prayer groups and bible studies.  

Be sure and check the Sunday bulletin for each week’s  

opportunities to draw closer to our Lord and Savior. 

 

The Worship Committee often hears from visitors  

attending our morning services how warm and welcoming 

our members have been to them. Thank you for extending 

your hands and hearts to them and creating a comfortable 

environment for their worship experience. 
 

 

Nancy S. Gerney 
Director of Music 

 

http://bible.gospelcom.net/passage/?search=Psalm%2034:%203;&version=45;
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EDUCATION COMMISSION 

Elaine Murphy, Chair 

Weekly Bible Studies 
Are you interested in learning more of God’s Word?  We have Bible 

study groups every Wednesday at Noon and 6:30 PM,  one each Thursday 

morning at 9:30 AM as part of the food ministry.  Please feel free to join 

in at any of these times; we would love to have you.  Come, share and 

deepen your walk with our Lord! 

Share the Love 
You are invited to our annual Valentine Pizza Party to be held on  

Sunday, February 2, following the worship service. Our party has two 
goals. First, we make “Valentine Treat Bags” for members of our congrega-

tion who are ill, in the hospital, or nursing homes. Then, we go out to visit 
with them, delivering the treats. 

 

Please join in the fun and fellowship and bring items for the treat bags such as: 
soaps, tissue packs, candy bars, hard candies, post-it notes, pens, teas, packets of cocoa, 

toothbrushes, small toothpaste, cards with your signature, chap stick, cracker packages, 
wrapped cookies, etc.  A love offering will be taken to cover the cost of the pizza. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
April 12—Activity for Children and Families 

Walk with Jesus as he enters, the city of Jerusalem, sit down at the last supper, peer 
into the tomb and celebrate the risen Christ! Experience the final days of Christ through 
crafts, music, and food. 

 
 

 July 27-31 Summer VBS 

 “Weird Animals-  

 Where Jesus’ Love is One of a Kind”! 

Nursery 

Our nursery is open for infants, toddlers and preschoolers each Sunday at 

11:15 AM, following the children’s sermon. Children are invited down to 

play and hear an age appropriate Bible story. 
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FROM OUR LAY LEADER 

Wilmington District 2014 Lay Ministry Offering 

The Conference Board of Lay Ministries hopes that you will take advantage of the courses offered this year. It 

has been a labor of love to pull together instructors for the winter courses. We are offering five courses at each 

of our two locations this year  

Hillcrest-Bellefonte UMC (February 15). 

We are endeavoring to present the best information available for each area of the church structure. Our instruc-

tors are well versed in the subject being presented and will allow time to answer any questions you may wish 

to bring to class. 

The areas covered are: SPRC, Trustees, Finance, Evangelism, and Worship. 

Even if you have served on one of these areas for a number of years we still encourage you to attend a class. 

You just might learn something you hadn't thought of before, or you might get a different perspective of the 

subject. And, if you are new to any of these areas of service we especially encourage you to attend. We've 

learned from experience that it makes things a lot easier if we read the manual first. Please consider attending. 

Check in at each location is 8:30 AM with light refreshments provided. We will begin the day with a short 

Worship service, then break into the separate areas of interest for specific training. Dismissal will be at 12:00 PM 

from your individual class. 

Please be sure to fill out your application form completely. This information is very important in keeping our 

records up to date. Your correct phone numbers and e-mail addresses are especially helpful should we to con-

tact you with important information. 

Also be sure to indicate a second choice, a course which you would attend in the event we don't have enough 

people register for any particular course. We will not notify you as to which course you are in until the morning 

of the class when you register at the church. However if a course is canceled for lack of interest, and you have 

failed to fill in a second choice, we will call you to see if you wish to attend a different class. Filling in the 

form with a second choice helps us and saves the time needed by the registrar to call individuals. 

It is our expectation, that you will be good stewards of the amount of time you have to register. The sooner 

you register, the more you help us order the proper amount of manuals and materials for any given class the 

Board provides. 

Please have your forms submitted to our registrar by January 24, 2014. This will help our instructors to know 

how many individuals to expect so they will be prepared with any additional materials they may wish to provide 

each class member. 

All classes are open to anyone who wishes to enlarge their understanding of any of the subjects offered. If you 

know of someone who might enjoy taking one of these courses, please contact our registrar, Brother Cary  

Norris and he will send you a registration form for them to use. 

God Bless! 

In Christ, 

Sally Welch 

skdwelch@gmail.com 

302.559.0122 / 302.764.6768 
 

Wilmington District Annual Meeting 
February 1, 2014 

8:30 AM registration and snack 

Asbury UMC in New Castle  

This is your opportunity to meet more of the United Methodists in the district.   

You will also have a chance to learn about the things we are doing in Wilmington through 

the grant process.  This might be something in which we will want to participate. 

We will be offering our facility in just a couple of weeks to help us to better understand 

some of the jobs.  For more information, call Sally Welch at 302.764.6768 or 

302.559.0122 or e-mail at skdwelch@gmail.com  

mailto:skdwelch@gmail.com
mailto:skdwelch@gmail.com
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SPEACIAL WORSHIP SERVICE 

PRAYER  PARTNER  COVERED  DISH  LUNCHEON 
Please mark your calendars for February 23, to stay after church and find out 

who has been praying for you all these months.  Plan now what you are going to 

bring for our covered dish luncheon.  

This event is spiritually bonding, stomach filling, and deepens our relationships 

with each other.   

Open your hearts, minds and spirits to bask in the Holy Spirit and enjoy old 

and newly made friendships, in the name of Jesus Christ. 

 Your Worship Committee 

THE  SUNDAY  

BREAKFAST MISSION  

MEN’S CHOIR 
FEBRUARY 16, 2014 

11:00 Worship Service 

followed by fellowship and luncheon 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME 
Proceeds support  

Sunday Breakfast Mission 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Hillcrest-Bellefonte 

United Methodist Church 

400 Hillcrest Ave., Wilmington 

For info 1-302-764-3145 
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January 
Happy Birthday 

3rd  Barbara Walker 

7th Ellen Knapp 

13th Josephine Brown-Culbreath 

 Tina Hughes 

15th Kate Hoey 

24th Rosanna Goodwin 

Happy Anniversary 

5th Cindy & Bob Maser 

14th Nancy & Walter Gerney 

 

February 
Happy Birthday 

2nd Carolyn Burlew 

27th Bob Squire 

Happy Anniversary 

5th Sandy & Eli Vidro 

23rd Carol & Bob Broadway 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

COMING SOON 

We are having a baby.   The church is responding to 2 of our young women, Karol 

Khan and Dana Davisson by holding a shower for each one after church—March 2nd for 

Karol and March 30th for Dana.  If you want to help, please let Sally (302.764.6768) 

know.   We expect one planning meeting and then set up.  Maybe you want to decorate, or 

set the table.  We have talked of salad and dessert for food and coffee, tea, water for 

drinks.   We might not even need to meet if people will let me know what they will do for 

the showers. Also, clean-up.     

YOU ARE INVITED TO A COUPLE OF 
  

BABY SHOWERS 
 

HERE AT HILLCREST-BELLEFONTE UMC 

Men, you may come if you want to but you might want to eat 

lunch and leave.  Ladies and Gentlemen who want to stay and eat, 

please bring a dessert or a salad plus a baby gift.   

More information to come.   

 

Karol Khan — after 

church on March 2, 2014 

Dana Davisson — after 

church on March 30, 2014 For more information or to help with the events, 

please call Sally at 302.764.6764 or 302.559.0122 
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Weekly Events 

 Sundays Tuesdays Wednesdays Thursdays  
8:15 AM  Prayer Warriors 10:00 AM Exercise Class, H.H. 12:00 PM Bible Study, 1B 9:30 AM Food Ministry, 1B 
8:30 AM Sunday School 7:00 PM Girl Scouts, 1B 6:30 PM Bible Study, 1B 9:30 AM New To You Shop 
11 AM Worship    6:30 PM Girl Scouts, 1B 10:00 AM Exercise Class, H.H. 
 

Church office open Tuesday—Friday, 8:00 AM to 12 NOON. 

January 2014 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 

 1 2 3 4 
 
9:30 am, New to You 
 

5 
 
 

6 

 

7 

 

8 9 10 
8 pm, Hall Rental 

11 
8 am, Ad. Council 

Planning 

12   
 
 

13 
 
12:30 pm, Ruth Circle 
 
 

14 
 
7 pm,  Joy Circle 

15 16 17 18 
 
9:30 am, New to You 

19 
 
12:15 pm, Prayer 

Partner Luncheon 

20 
 
2 pm, UMW Meeting 
7 pm, Education, 
Adult S.S. Room 

21 
 
 
 

22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 
 
7 pm, Ad Council 

29 30 
 

31   

February 2014 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

           1 
 
9:30 am New to You 

3 pm, Starry Night, 
Hillcrest Hall 

2 3 
 

4 
 
 

5 6 7 8 
 

9 am, Evangelism, 1B 

10 am, Trustees 

9 
 

  

10 
 
12:30 pm, Ruth Circle 

11 
 
7 pm,  Joy Circle 

12 13 14 15 
 
8 am, Wilmington       
Laity Training 

9:30 am New to You 

16 
 
 

17 
 
2 pm, UMW Exec. 
          Meeting, 1B 

18 
 
 

19 

 

20 21 22 

23 
 
12:30 pm  
Prayer Partner lunch 

24 25 
 

26 27 
 

28   

CALENDARS 



400 Hillcrest Avenue 

Wilmington, DE  19809-3257 

Phone: 302-764-3145 

E-mail: hillcrestbellefonteumc@verizon.net 
Open Minds...  
Open Hearts...  
Open Doors.... 

  T H E  V O I C E — T H E  N E W S  A T  H I L L C R E S T  B E L L E F O N T E  U M C  

 STORE HOURS FOR 

 January—February 

 Time:  9:30 AM—12:30 PM 

 

January - Thursdays 

 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th 

 Saturdays 

 4th, 18th 
 

  

February - Thursdays 

 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th 

 Saturdays 
 1st, 15th 
   

  

 

“Be sure to mark 

your calendars! 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://images-cdn01.associatedcontent.com/image/A1277/127722/300_127722.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.associatedcontent.com/article/332993/lets_go_shopping_play_the_fashion_game.html&h=291&w=300&sz=24&hl=en&start=3&sig2=

