
 

 
 

God’s Grace and peace to all and may the eternal blessing from God and his son our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

I know it has been a while since we have produced an issue of the Voice, so for that I wish to give my most sincere apol-

ogy; however its not like The Lord hasn’t kept both pastor and congregation on a series of challenges and changes in the 

life of the church. God’s first order of business was to solidify the direction The Lord was leading us in 2014, and with 

new officers in various posts taking over for those whom had served Hillcrest-Bellefonte so well, it was a time of discov-

ery for us all. We began the year with a planning retreat to seek what ministry directions we would pursue.  The results 

was the theme, Renew, Refresh and Revive! The major importance of a theme as it relates to ministry is to provide a col-

lective response to rally around and find common cause as to their contributions to the overall ministry via their expertise 

or ministry of interest, while still having the compassion and appreciation for the contributions of others in their quest to 

build the Lords kingdom here on earth as it is in heaven. 

As a member of a connectional church, Hillcrest-Bellefonte has truly made a concerted effort to stand and be 

counted in the life of the Annual Conference.  As we all may well know that our Lay-Leader Sally Welch has been in-

volved in the life of the conference, serving on prestigious committees such as the District Board of Laity and the Camp 

Pecometh Board with distinction.  We have made intentional strides to get “Connected,” if you will. This year Hillcrest-

Bellefonte hosted the Wilmington District Lay Academy, sponsored by the district committee and the District Superin-

tendent. It was a wonderful occasion with newly elected and seasoned officers of Hillcrest in attendance and participating 

in all of the seminars was truly a blessing from God. I truly enjoyed the feedback that we received from other churches 

commenting on our hospitality and friendliness to all who came. It is a blessing to observe others come into our house of 

worship and feel the love and the genuine sincerity that we experience on a daily basis. 

Another way God enabled us to participate in the connection, was our Lenten collaborations with  

Aldersgate, Chester-Bethel, and Holy-Oak. This year Hillcrest-Bellefonte was the host on Ash Wednesday with Rev. 

Chris Pennington of Aldersgate and his Choir singing heartfelt songs and a stirring message. His message became a sub 

theme for me throughout the Lenten season, as a message in which we as modern day Christians should never  forget that 

even in these modern times salvation was still bought with a price, one that no human endeavor individual or collective 

could serve as a suitable ransom. 

Rev. Mary Browne and I were privileged to team teach a Lenten offering from Adam Hamilton’s  The Final Last 

Words of Jesus. God blessed us to meet new friends and to fellowship as sister churches while learning some glorious 

insights in the final hours and moments of  Jesus’s passion and death. We were also the recipients of some great recipes 

that I’m sure will be passed around.  

Our Community Bible Study held on Thursday mornings in the education building is beginning to grow by leaps 

and bounds. I thank all of the members of Hillcrest-Bellefonte who make this bible study a success: the ladies in the 

“New to You Shop” put smiles on the face of a lot of people who are struggling, they are always helpful and giving of 

themselves unconditionally; those in the congregation that provide us with the constant stream of clothing and canned 

goods, we thank The Lord for your compassion and generosity; Howdy travels from down state to the church to make 

sure that we have food for the food bank; and brother Jimmy has come in during times of personal loss to make sure that 

the people could have access to food and other items that well help us all along the way.  Perhaps this type of determina-

tion can be seen in the person of our new Ad. Council Chair, sister Nancy Thornton, who has infused a new birth of purpose 

as she has used her expertise to shape and guide others with her keen sense of purpose and her optimistic demeanor, which 

is truly infectious. 

Yet in my brief acquaintance with this congregation I’m not surprised that there aren’t many acts of Christian char-

ity that go unsung and unannounced without fanfare and for all of those acts of kindness we pray even harder that The 

Lord God bless you, and keep you always in the palm of his hand. 

One of the most wonderful happenings of this Lenten season was the births of two of beloved parishioners Sisters 

Dana Davidson and Karol Kahn. As far as this congregation was concerned, the month of March belonged to them. We 

had baby showers and personal blessings for these two sisters who serve their Lord and their God to the utmost. We can 

now say that we as a congregation have helped nurture and promote family and community and may The Lord continue 

to bless them on their adventures in parenthood. 

We also had some interesting excursions in ministry.  The Trustees sponsored a Fish Fry coupled with a Christian 

comedian whom I’m told was hilariously funny.  The Education committee gave us, “A Walk through Jerusalem,” which 

once again brings me to the shear brilliance of our Christian Education department, to think of new and creative ways to 

engage both child and adult in the passion story with such interactive appeal. Kudos to Mrs. Murphy once again. 

For Easter, the main focus was the Cantata and what a wonderful rendition of sacred music sung by such angelic 

voices. The solos and duets set a divine stage in which we could feel inspired by the music and voices yet it also left us in 

awe of the enormous burden of humanities cry for salvation. Nancy and Dan we thank you for your hard work and for 

your commitment to excellence in the name of The Lord. 

Rev. Tony Arrington  
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A Message from Our Pastor… 



 

 Blessed are 

those who  

delight in the 

Lord.  

They are like a 

tree planted by 

streams of  

water, which 

yields it’s  fruit 

in season and 

whose leaf does 

not whither – 

whatever they 

do prospers. 

Psalm 1:1- 3 
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Nancy Gerney 
Director of Music 

MUSIC MINISTRY/WORSHIP COMMISSION 

GREAT IS THE LORD!   
HE IS WORTHY OF PRAISE! 

Psalm 96:4 

 

As I read thru God’s Word, the Psalms always 
speak to me. They give a broad and diverse spec-
trum of feelings and reactions – from shouts of 
praise to cries of desperation.  Reflecting on the 
Psalms, I am assured that I am not only encouraged 
to offer my life in worship and celebration of His 
goodness, but I can, likewise, submit my concerns 
to him in sincere prayer.  He hears all of our com-
munications – even before we cry out – and in His 
time, in His unique plan for each of our lives, He 
reaches out in grace and mercy with His answer.  
Whether it is a time of prayer or a time of praise in 
our lives - this communication, this proclamation of 
His love - our response to Him is what God desires – 
it is how we share a lifestyle of worship with the 
community around us. I encourage you to daily re-
flect on God’s goodness and concentrate on His 
blessing in your lives – develop an attitude of wor-
ship and praise. 

 

During the summer months, our choir has tak-
en a well-deserved break, but will resume in the fall 
excited and ready to praise his name. We have great 
expectations of God’s plan for this ministry. It’s time 
to enlarge our territory and grow our choir.  Have 
no concern about your capabilities or qualifications 
– God doesn’t always call those who are equipped – 
but He always equips those He calls. We sing to-
gether and learn together and fellowship together as 
we prepare our offerings for His worship. There’s so 
much more to come so don’t miss this blessing! 

 

During the summer months we gather to wor-
ship at 10:00AM on Sunday, taking advantage of 
the cooler morning temperatures. Sunday School is 
at 9:00 AM. Our fall schedule resumes on Septem-
ber 7th, with church service starting at 11:00AM 
and Sunday School at 9:30AM. Watch for the next 
Voice for news on our upcoming fall programs. 

 

Have a great summer praising God! His love is 
amazing! Pass it on – it is contagious to all you 
meet! 

 
 

Nancy S. Gerney 
Director of Music 

 

http://bible.gospelcom.net/passage/?search=Psalm%2034:%203;&version=45;
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EDUCATION COMMISSION 

Elaine Murphy, Chair 

Weekly Bible Studies 
Are you interested in learning more of God’s Word?  We have Bible 

study groups every Wednesday at Noon and 6:30 PM,  one each Thursday 

morning at 9:30 AM as part of the food ministry.  Please feel free to join 

in at any of these times; we would love to have you.  Come, share and 

deepen your walk with our Lord! 

 July 27-31 Summer VBS 

 “Weird Animals-  

 Where Jesus’ Love is One of a Kind”! 

 

The most exciting , spirit-filled week of the summer is 
almost here! Vacation Bible School begins Sunday, July 27 at 5:15 PM- 8:30 PM and con-
tinues through Thursday, July 31. The theme this year is, “Weird Animals – Where Jesus 

Love is One-Of-A-Kind.” Through songs, games, Bible stories, snacks and science experi-
ments, children (and adults) will discover that even when you’re different, left out, wrong, 

misunderstood, and afraid…Jesus loves you! Free meals will be served each evening. Chil-
dren ages 4-11 are invited to attend. Teens and adults are encouraged to volunteer as 
crew leaders and station leaders. 

  
This year Bible School is being sponsored by the Area Cluster of Churches. Many vol-

unteers from Hillcrest-Bellefonte will be working with members of Presbyterian Church of 

the Covenant, St. Mark’s Lutheran Church and St. Helena’s RC Church. Please pray for 
this ministry as we work in harmony to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the children 

of our community. 
  
If you would like to contribute to the support of this ministry to our children, send a 

check made out to Hillcrest-Bellefonte and mark it Vacation Bible School. Thanks! 

Nursery 

Our nursery is open for infants, toddlers and preschoolers each Sunday at 

11:15 AM, following the children’s sermon. Children are invited down to 

play and hear an age appropriate Bible story. 

Trip to a Gospel Explosion 

Coming soon—August 9, 2014—A two day trip to Jamaica, NY for a Gospel Explosion at 

Springfield Garden UMC (13129 Farmers Blvd., Jamaica, NY 11434).  Two days of 
wonderful fellowship and learning how a church that started from a small humble begin-
ning, turned into a large outreach loving church for Jesus!  All ARE WELCOME TO 

COME.  Committee Leaders and those who want to be leaders are encourage to go. For 
more details call Sister Grimes at (302) 543-5751 or (302) 220-9241. 
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FROM OUR LAY LEADER 

LAY LEADER – Sally Welch  

Here is a letter I sent to Tony after one of his sermons.  It is a letter of part of my growing up in 
this United States and I want to share it with you.  We all have histories – many of you have lived 
here all or at least most of your life.  Me- I’ve been here a few years and my history was not molded 
from Delaware but rather from parents who grew up in W. VA.  and Ohio, from early school years 
in FL, from HS and most of college in GA.   There are sprinklings of other states and several rela-
tives who lived elsewhere. 

Dear Rev. Tony, I want you to know that Sunday’s sermon really moved me.  It made much of 
my life come together.  Thank you so much.   

When I was a small child and didn’t see the difference between colors, my grandmother called 
me home because I was playing with the children across the street.   She told me I couldn’t play 
because they weren’t colored like me.   Didn’t make sense, the song goes red, yellow, black, and 
white THEY are precious in His sight.  Jesus LOVES … 

As a child of the 50’s and young adult of the 60’s I often asked the question, “aren’t we all 
Americans”  “Doesn’t the Declaration of Independence mean all?”  No one could really answer the 
questions.   I gave up asking.  You, Rev. Tony, finally helped me see that my questions are valid.   
As a younger person, I didn’t want to fight the norm.  I moved to Decatur, GA when I was 13.  Dad 
moved us to this neighborhood because of the excellent school system (95% graduated to college 
when I graduated).  The area was hard to break into to get friends – somehow I managed to be part 
of the “groups” but didn’t know that until I went back to my 25th reunion (we have one every 5 
years).  I have friends who did what they shouldn’t (in the 10th grade, one of my friends ran away 
with her boyfriend.   I was so ticked as other friends’ parents and my parents wouldn’t let us stay 
friends.  I wasn’t allowed to stay friends with her and she eventually had to move.   I didn’t see it 
as my problem – it was hers yet all of us were punished.   And she had made positive influence in 
my life as she taught me about courage. 

Anyway, as I got to college, I began very slowly to stand up for my principles.  I always agreed 
with the Bible and tried to live the way I should.  I believed that if I broke a law, I would end up in 
jail and that if I didn’t follow the Bible, God would not be pleased with me.  (One of the differences 
of my age group and those graduating in the end of the 60’s and beginning of the 70’s was if we 
broke the law/rules, we expected to be punished --- many of the later folks believed that because 
they believed the law was wrong they should not be punished for breaking the rule/law. 

In 1965-67 James Armstrong MacKay served as US Rep. to the House from the state of GA.   I 
remembering campaigning a little for him both in 64 and in 68 (he lost that year).  My vote mostly 
stemmed from the fact that he was fighting the GA. Dem. Party by supporting desegregation and 
trying to get equal education for everyone.   (As I get older, I tend to forget details so I had to look 
this up).  Other than voting since I was 18 (GA. And TN were the only states that had 18 year olds 
vote then) in all but a couple of years, the only other time I really participated in elections was 
when I ran for School Board.   All though there were four vacancies and I got the 5th number of 
votes.   The main reason I was running, was because my pastor (Christ UMC in Bethel Park) asked 
me to.   For many years there had been a person from the church on the Board and the Pastor be-
lieved that we need someone with a strong faith to lead the board.  No luck.   I am not the political 
type of person.   

Back to my thanking you for Sunday --  Things haven’t been so hot for me lately and I have 
been down and not wanting to do much.  Sunday changed that.  I have my History which includes 
inter=racial marriage and I won’t be calling it that any more (if I falter, the Holy Spirit will remind 
me).  It is an AMERICAN marriage which needs to keep differences in mind.  I know one of the con-
cerns is the diseases and medical inheritances;  I know my daughter reminds the doctors of cycle-
cell anemia which is much more prevalent in the black population.  She will also have to remind 
them of osteoporosis which is a white woman’s disease.   But isn’t it wonderful that as an AMERI-
CAN we can take advantage of so many things in this free country as long as we continue to re-
member it belongs to all – equally. 

Then we have Steve’s family history.   Your message started the second week of my personal 
introspection.   Seeing Sophia, who was Steve’s neighbor growing up and whose family came to our 
wedding really got me thinking about the influence of friends, cultures, religions and other things 
on my life.  When Sophia’s oldest son got married, the couple came over to meet my Mom and in-
vite her to visit the Kennedy center for the performing arts.   How cool was that.   Plus the Evan’s 
and the Welch’s were not only next door neighbors but they attended and were active in the same 
church for several years. 

So again you brought Steve back to his roots.   I was so excited and so delighted and so blest to 
have heard your message.  I said WAKE UP and LIVE  and LOVE to myself.  If I do that, it is the 
best I can do for GOD – live as he wants me to with loving my LORD with all my heart, with all my 
soul, and with all my mind and my Neighbor as myself. 

Well, as usual I have written a dissertation.  You have to listen to many and now you have one 

to read.  Thanks again for the message which puts the right message in my heart. 
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Administrative Council Chair 

Hillcrest-Bellefonte UMC—Key Leadership 
Effective January 1, 2014 

 

Administrative Council Chair ............................ Nancy Thornton 

Trustees Chair .................................................... Charlie Grimes 
Worship & Music Chair ........................................ Nancy Gerney 
Finance Chair ................................. Josephine Culbreath-Brown 

Lay Leader ............................................................... Sally Welch 
Lay Member Delegate ........................................ Carolyn Backus 

Staff Parrish Relations Committee Chair ................. Sandy Vidro 
Education Commission Chair .............................. Elaine Murphy 

It is with great appreciation that I have been appointed by Reverend Tony Arrington to serve as 
the Chairperson of the Hillcrest-Bellefonte Administrative council.  Getting to know you, Hillcrest-
Bellefonte, is a rewarding experience, particularly as we commit to “Renew * Refresh * Revive,” 
moving us all to give our very best to honor God and His only Son, our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ, with our gifts and talents.  Working together with love and tolerance is the only “Way.” 

Because it is an honor to have been appointed to join your Leadership, I feel it is my responsibility 
to honor you by sharing my previous experiences before coming to Hillcrest-Bellefonte.  I grew up 
in the Ezion Methodist Church before it became Ezion-Mt. Carmel United Methodist.  My mom and 
dad were deeply involved Christians serving as Usher and Trustee.  They were founding members of the 
Coleman Memorial Methodist Church in Dunleith Estates in New Castle.  My participation with 
Sunday School led to my involvement with the Methodist Youth Fellowship and evangelism mission. 

Upon graduation from Wilmington High School, I continued my education at Central State Uni-
versity in Wilberforce, Ohio, to study Home and Family Life Education, receiving a Bachelors of 
Science degree.  Presented with an opportunity to travel, I made a conscious decision to serve my 
country with the United States Peace Corps.  I was assigned to Mato Grosso, Brazil, and under de-
veloped state experiencing a high rate of umbilical tetanus, killing infants just a few months after 
their birth.  The issue being the Midwives use of potions of spider webs and manures, etc. to dry 
the umbilicus.  Our mission was to train the Midwives and provide counseling for pregnant women 
at the health clinic (the females), and build outhouses (the men) for bathroom use.  Completing 
this two-year experience, I returned to the U.S. and pursued my chosen career as an Educator in 
Seattle, Washington with my husband, also a “Volunteer”  and our son, Sergio, born before our  
return from Brazil.  With a continued desire for travel, we drove down the Oregon Coast and jour-
neyed across Mexico from Matzatlan, to Guadalajara to Mexico City  and on to the Yucatan, climbing 
the pyramids, visiting the life of the Mayan Indians, an experience not to be forgotten. 

After this one month journey, it was time to settle into my chosen career as an educator, making 
Home and Family Life Education exciting by initiating coed class, and classes for boys only; talent 
shows and other events. 

After beginning a 2-year teaching career at Meany Junior High in Seattle, Washington, I re-
turned to Delaware to pursue a Masters of Education from the University of Delaware.  As God 
would have it, I acquired the position at Cheney State University as the Assistant Dean of Women. 
From this position I became an administrator at the Department of Education in the Child Nutrition 
Office, serving as one of the specialist overseeing federal funds to school districts, childcare centers, 
summer food programs and nutrition education statewide.  The success I achieved as an adminis-
trator was recognized nationally and privileged me to be selected to present the testimony before 
The House of Education and Labor Sub-committee on Elementary, Secondary, and Vocational  
Education in Washington, D.C. on the Summer Food service Program, which in Delaware had  
become the “first in the nation for reaching needy children” with nutritious meals when school is 
not in session during the summer.   

I have received the State of Delaware highest honors in 1993: House of Representatives Tribute 
on the “Occasion of her lifelong commitment to her community as an educator, nutritionist, ad-
ministrator, coordinating, developing and participating in education and nutrition programs for 
children throughout Delaware since 1970.”  State Senate Tribute for “her many years of dedication 
to the causes of Nutrition, Education and the general welfare of her fellow human beings since 1970.”  

Before joining Hillcrest-Bellefonte I was a member of Victory Christian Fellowship and attended 
the Gary Whetstone Worldwide Ministry School of biblical Studies.  I received the 2-year Junior/
Senior diplomas.  Dr. Whetstone always encouraged us to “go forth and serve the Lord, not just 
sit.”  Thank you for the opportunity to serve Hillcrest-Bellefonte with my gifts and talents. 
To God be the Glory!!!! 

Respectfully submitted, 
Nancy Thornton 
Chair, Administrative Council 
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July 
Happy Birthday 

14th Eli Vidro 

 Sally Welch 

19th Sandy Vidro 

21st Don Clemens, Jr. 

22nd Grace Shorey 

23rd Miriam Blackmer 

 

August 
Happy Birthday 

1st Shirley MacDonald 

2nd Louise Funds 

8th Jimmy Backus 

12th Marion Townsend 

13th Phyllis Kind 

18th Cindy Maser 

30th Don Clemens 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

COMING SOON 

400 Hillcrest Avenue-Wilmington (302-764-3145) 

FALL BAZAAR 
Saturday, November 15 – 9AM-2PM 
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July 2014 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 

1 2 
 
6:30 PM Bible Study 

3 
 
9:30 AM  
Food Ministry, 1B 
New to You Shop 

4 5 
 
 

6 
 
 

7 

 

8 

 

9 
 
6:30 PM Bible Study 

10 
 
9:30 AM  
Food Ministry, 1B 
New to You Shop 

11 
8 pm, Hall Rental 

12 
 

10 am, Trustees 

13   
 
 

14 
 
 
 

15 
 
7 pm,  Joy Circle 

16 
 
6:30 PM Bible Study 

17 
 
9:30 AM  
Food Ministry, 1B 
New to You Shop 

18 19 
 
 

20 
 
 

21 
 
 

22 
 
 
 

23 
 
6:30 PM Bible Study 

24 
 
9:30 AM  
Food Ministry, 1B 
New to You Shop 

25 26 

27 28 29 
 
 

30 
6:30 PM Bible Study 

31 
9:30 AM  
Food Ministry, 1B 
New to You Shop 
 

   

August 2014 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

          1 2 
 
 

3 4 
 

5 
 
 

6 
 
6:30 PM Bible Study 

7 
 
9:30 AM  
Food Ministry, 1B 
New to You Shop 

8 9 

10 am, Trustees 

Trip to NY-Gospel  

Explosion 

10 
 

 Trip to NY-Gospel 

Explosion 

11 
 
 

12 
 
 

13 
 
6:30 PM Bible Study 

14 
 
9:30 AM  
Food Ministry, 1B 
New to You Shop 

15 16 
 

 

17 
 
 

18 
 
 

19 
 
 

20 
 
6:30 PM Bible Study 

21 
 
9:30 AM  
Food Ministry, 1B 
New to You Shop 

22 23 

24 
 

31 

25 26 
 

27 
 
6:30 PM Bible Study 

28 
 
9:30 AM  
Food Ministry, 1B 
New to You Shop 

29 30  

CALENDARS 

VBS—5:15 - 8:30 PM at Presbyterian Church of the Covenant 

Looking Forward to September 
Our worship time will return to 11:00 AM on September 7, with Sunday 

School starting at 9:30 am.  Our regular programming will also return 
with Circles meeting, and committee’s meetings. 

On Sunday, September 21, there will be a special celebration for long-

time UMW members including a luncheon.  Details to follow. 



400 Hillcrest Avenue 

Wilmington, DE  19809-3257 

Phone: 302-764-3145 

E-mail: hillcrestbellefonteumc@verizon.net 
Open Minds...  
Open Hearts...  
Open Doors.... 

  T H E  V O I C E — T H E  N E W S  A T  H I L L C R E S T  B E L L E F O N T E  U M C  

 STORE HOURS FOR 

 July—August 

 Time:  9:30 AM—12:30 PM 

 

July -  Thursdays Only 

 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th, 31st 
  

  

August - Thursdays Only 

 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th 
    

  

 

 

“Be sure to mark 

your calendars! 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://images-cdn01.associatedcontent.com/image/A1277/127722/300_127722.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.associatedcontent.com/article/332993/lets_go_shopping_play_the_fashion_game.html&h=291&w=300&sz=24&hl=en&start=3&sig2=

