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EDITOR’S NOTE: THE POWER OF PRAYER 
KRISTIE MOORE AND KATHY BAILEY 

During our lifetime there are many times when prayer seems to be the only 
calming thing we can do in the time of stress and trouble. The Power of Prayer 
has long been discussed as a “means” to an end. In this edition the articles 
continue that discussion. From Lay Leader Sally Welch’s invitation to broaden 
your horizons with a wonderful education opportunity to Pastor’s column “It’s 
Time to Pray! Don’t miss a page!! 

Jimmy Backus: 
HBUMC Man of the Year and now Volunteer of the Year 

Last year on Father's Day, Jimmy Backus, was named our Man of the 
Year, a big title that he has worn most modestly. Soon both he and Marian 
Humphrey are to be honored at the annual Wilmington District as HBUMC's 
Volunteers of the Year for Evangelism. 

This issue's profile examines aspects about Jimmy make him a volunteer 
extraordinaire and a man of God – indeed, a role model. 
Currently, Jimmy's roles at our church are manager of the Food Closet, a 
volunteer job, and custodian, a paid position. He works six days a week an 
average four hours a day as janitor and three days a week for untold hours 
(“whatever it takes”) for the Food Closet. Friday is his only day off from church 
activities. 

Jimmy's connection with our church began after he retired General 
Motors. He was an autoworker there for 35 years. His older brother Winnie was 
the custodian of our church. Jimmy started to help him in 2001. When Winnie 
left, Jimmy took over the position. 
His walk with God began when he was a “tiny tyke” going with his parents and 
10 brothers and sisters to Sunday School at the AME church. As the children 
came of age, after Sunday school, each was allowed to decide whether they 
wanted to attend church. Jimmy did. 
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Jimmy Backus Continued: 

His walk with God began when he was a young. He went to Sunday School at the AME church 
with his 10 brothers and sisters. 

He started helping with the Food Closet in 2008. Today The Food Ministry and Food 
Closet serve an average of 25 people a week. Participants first attend Food Ministry's two-hour 
Bible study Thursday mornings then go to the Food Pantry. Jimmy also oversees neighborhood 
outreach of ripe produce. It is put outside our Church on a table, free for our neighbors. 

Food donations come from Food Lion, WaWa, Trader Joe's, Shop Rite and the Food 
Bank in Claymont. Jimmy and crew pick up the food. Chet Roberts volunteers time to assist, as 
has Howdy Border. Jimmy needs more helpers who can lift heavy boxes and tote them in their 
vehicles. Other volunteers sort through produce, torganize items for display, and oversee 
disbursement. During an average week, Jimmy coordinates volunteers to ensure the food closet 
runs smoothly.. Leftover food is donated to the Sunday Breakfast Mission and Sojourner's 
Place. 

For Jimmy, church is a family affair. Carolyn, his wife, is very supportive, attends our 
church, is our play director and evangelism committee chair. Their three children participated in 
our very popular production of “Hotel Heaven”. Last summer the couple celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary. How did they make it to their golden anniversary? Jimmy says, “Well, we 
talk. We always talk – we always talk.” 

Jimmy always talks to God, too. “I don't get upset over much and just pray that 
everything works out. And with God’s help it does works out.” 

 

JIMMY IN THE FOOD PANTRY! 
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Sally Welch—Lay Leader 

Laity/Clergy Celebration 

This year each Wilmington District church is invited to honor one or two members of the 
church who are involved with EVANGELISM. The Administrative Council of Hillcrest-Bellefonte 
UMC is honoring Jimmy Backus for all of his outreach through the providing of food to folks in the 
neighborhood. He has helped so many folks to put food on their tables. The other honoree is 
Marian Humphrey for all the work she does outside the church in helping folks get places and her 
work with prison ministries. 

Jimmy and Marian will be honored April 3rd at Cornerstone UMC 7:00 PM. Tickets are 
$10.00 per person and are available from Sally Welch through March 16, 2017. Get your ticket, 
which includes refreshments, and support your church family. No tickets sold at the door. We need 
to have a count ahead of time. 

/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/-/ 

Lay Servers Academy 

Everyone is invited to attend classes at the Academy. Rev. Arrington will be 
teaching one of the classes and I am attending again this year. These classes meet 
once a week for 5 weeks in the evening. They will be at Tuesdays beginning May 18, 
2017 at St. Marks UMC on Limestone Road . Time is 7:00 – 9:30 PM; however, the first 
night registration begins at 6 PM. Classes are: 

Basic Class - leading, caring and communicating. (in Spanish) 
John Wesley – Living Our Beliefs – The United Methodist Way 
The Gifts of the Spirit 
God’s Call – All the places to go 

The cost is $35 and includes all books/literature. 
The registration is on line at http://www.pen-del.org/wilmington under Lay Servants 
Academy or see Sally Welch. 
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NANCY GERNEY—MUSIC AND WORSHIP 

This is the time of year when we often experience the doldrums after the holidays. The time 
when our trees and yards look barren and dead, the weather is gloomy and cold and our 
souls can feel as barren as the trees and as gloomy as the weather. So maybe we could take 
a trip to a sunny climate – or the ultimate answer – retreat to a quiet place and take a Word 
break. The bible says in Psalm 119:114, You’re my place of quiet retreat; I wait for your Word 
to renew me. God gave us the Bible to encourage us. If we spend time in His Word and in 
prayer every day, He will be the only mood elevator we need! 

On February 12th we celebrated Love Sunday with the Sunday Breakfast Mission 
Men’s choir who providing a truly inspired concert. Many thanks to all who helped with the 
luncheon that followed. The children’s Sunday School department made love bags for the 
choir and for our shut-ins. Thank you to Gianaluca Orpello for coordinating this project. 

On March 11th, Troubadour Ministries, is hosting a night for Veteran’s Appreciation in 
Hillcrest Hall. Tickets at $20 each are available (in advance only) online at 
troubadourministires.org or by calling Rev. Ray Seemans at 302- 290-6573. Dinner is at 6pm 
with music to follow. 

Sunday, March 12th, is Girl Scout Sunday and we are honored to welcome them to 
participate in our morning worship. 

The Lenten season starts on Ash Wednesday, March 1st, with community services at 
7pm. Services continue each Wednesday evening at 6pm through Lent at HBUMC. On Palm 
Sunday we will have our traditional Cross Progression as we recognize the elements of the 
cross. On Palm Sunday, Our Easter Sunday services will include a Sunrise service at Holly 
Oak Calvary and an 11am Easter Sunday service at Hillcrest Bellefonte UMC. 

Easter flowers – lilies, mums, gerber daisies and tulips - will be available for order on 
March 19th. They will beautify the sanctuary in Easter morning in honor or memory of your 
loved ones 

Blessings 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY—By Elaine Murphy 

What’s Up in Sunday School??? 
February is the perfect month to spread the love of Jesus to others. As part of a school 

project, Gianluca Orpello decided to organize the Love Bag/Hope tote project this year. Members 
of the congregation contributed shampoo, combs, toothpaste and much more. Sunday School 
children pitched in to stuff the bags. A total of 26 bags were made for adults and 15 treat bags for 
children. Twenty of the bags were given to the Sunday Breakfast Mission’s Choir at a Valentine 
Luncheon on February 12. Fifteen bags were sent to the children who come to the Sunday 
Breakfast Mission with their families. Six treat bags were delivered to shut-in members of our 
congregation. Thanks to Gianluca for taking the lead this year and to everyone who helped make 
our Love Bags ministry a success! 

The Jesus Journey 
Join the children in Sunday School each week as they follow Jesus on his journey to 

Easter. Starting with his baptism and concluding with the resurrection on Easter Sunday, find out 
about the life of Jesus. 

Don’t miss Palm Sunday! Bring the whole family at 9:30 in Hillcrest Hall for Jesus’ ride into 
Jerusalem. There will a story time, singing, special crafts and treats. The children will then help 
pass out palms during the worship service. 

The journey will end on Easter morning. Meet with us again in Hillcrest hall at 9:30 for an 
Easter celebration. 

Maker Fun Factory: Created by God, built for a Purpose – Vacation Bible School will be held 
again this summer in conjunction with 3 churches in our community. Mark your calendars for July 
23-27 and find your way to Presbyterian Church of the Covenant at 5:15 PM for a super exciting, 
amazingly creative week in Maker Fun Factory! Adults are needed to help so see Elaine Murphy. 

Administrative Council Corner 

Did you notice how dark the sanctuary can be on cloudy days? The administrative council is 
working on ideas to brighten and refresh our sanctuary. We will be considering ways to improve 
the lighting, purchase new banners and many other updates. Thank you already to Sandy Vidro 
who has been polishing the wood and cleaning the windows 
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Upcoming Hillcrest-Bellefonte UMC Events 

THIS IS THE HOLIEST OF HOLY SEASONS! COME JOIN US AND 
CELEBRATE THE WONDER OF THE RESURECTION! 

March 1 7:00 pm @ HBUMC Ash Wednesday-Beginning of Lent 
March 2 6:00 pm @ HBUMC– Lenten Bible Study (Every Thursday 
during Lent) 
March 7 6:00 pm @ HBUMC—Administrative Council 
March 11 Veteran’s Banquet @ HBUMC-Troubadour Ministry 

April 13 7:00 Hillcrest-Bellefonte UMC 
Maundy Thursday Services 

April 14 7:00 Hillcrest-Bellefonte UMC 
Good Friday Services 

April 16 6:30 Holly Oak Calvary—Sunrise Easter Service 
11:00 Hillcrest-Bellefonte UMC-Easter Services 
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The Voice needs your help with... 
...The Gratitude Column 

Editor’s Note: Email your gratitudes from your computer (not telephone) to the church, 
to Grace Lawson, our church secretary. You also may put them in the mailbox on her 
door or give them to Kristie Moore or Kathy Bailey. Share your spirit. 

We have recently incorporated a “Testimony Time” in our Sunday Church Service. We 
are excited to report that several of our congregation shared their testimonies of faith. 

 

Our To-The-Rescue Preacher 

Our two-church Reverend Tony was on a highly deserved vacation and would not be at church to sermonize that 
January Sunday. 

Sally Welch, our laity leader, was slated to preach. But the day before, she was suddenly stricken, hospitalized and 
ordered to have surgery ASAP. A plan-ahead lady, Sally had written her script word-for-word so anyone could read it. 
But, no one did. Why? 

To the rescue, came a long-time congregant, a young man. Newer members of the church do not know him well 
because he attends Valor Christian College in Columbus, Ohio. He does occasionally pop in at HBUMC, his “home” 
church, when on vacation and holidays. He graciously shares his skills, gifts and spirit. For example, he has been the 
head technician at Vacation Bible School. 

Who is this special man? He is JaMeair Macklin-Scott, nicknamed “JJ”. That Sunday, he non-nonchalantly sauntered 
to the front of the church. He spoke exuding great confidence and enthusiasm. Without using notes, he poignantly 
and articulately regaled us with a test of faith that he overcame. And, told us how much he missed us. 

Thank you, JJ, for sharing your heart, words and spirit. (To send him a note, mail it to JJ Macklin-Scott, P.O.Box 800, 
Columbus, OH, 43216.) 
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Upcoming Hillcrest-Bellefonte UMC Events 
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It’s Praying Time! 
By Pastor Anthony Arrington 

In the wee hours of the morning when sleep has evaded us because of the 
overwhelming stress and strain on body and soul, guess what; it’s praying time. 

In the middle of political and social debate, its praying time. When the disrespectful 
retorts echo in your brain from the latest altercation with the worlds’ most obnoxious 
teenage (your child; mind you) it’s praying time. 

When we wish to thank and praise the Lord for all of the blessings we have 
received its praying time. 

The purpose of praying is more than run of the mill petition, deliverance and 
rescue, praying is building the immortality of the soul. Prayer is the eternal 
connection to God, the relationships we build through prayer are not only lasting but 
everlasting. Right now as I’m writing this article someone is praying with me and for 
me. And having that kind of trust in God and our fellow human being is enormous 
when you think about it. 

Over the past three years Hillcrest-Bellefonte has sponsored a prayer ministry 
dedicated to God, the congregation and the community. Every Wednesday and 
Friday from 7:30-9:30 am individual and corporate prayer is offered to God and to the 
public. Rain or Shine. We invite you to come and join our Prayer Warriors ; Sister 
Sandy Vidro and Mariam Humphrey as they enjoin with the Holy Spirit to bring solace 
and comfort to the soul. 

The Lord Jesus has granted them the gifts to invite the sacredness of God into 
the sanctuary and hopefully into your heart. The peace and the serenity of the 
sanctuary has been sanctified by intercessory prayer, holy oil 
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Pastor’s Column Continued: 

and praise petitions to the glory of the Lord. If your heart is troubling you, then fear no 
more; for the sweet serenity of the sanctuary offers peace and comfort to the soul that 
yearns for solace. 

Perhaps you have the notion in your mind that you don’t know how to pray, or you 
don’t feel comfortable praying? Beloved please don’t get shackled down by those 
demonic fiery darts shot straight from hell. Focus on the power that God gives us through 
prayer. We invite you to come and join us as you begin to practice eternal power, with the 
courage to overcome any and all obstacles set before you. Come and gain the strength 
to change the hearts of men and women, gain the power to spread life, abundant life to 
those who are in despair. Come and fulfill the dreams of your life and more. 

How can I make such claims, simple I am a recipient of the blessings God has 
placed before me whether I deserved them or not, yes God’s grace and blessing have 
rescued me from the storms and enemies which Satan has placed as obstacles in my 
way. In every instance a prayer to the Lord has rescued me and will rescue and deliver 
you for the asking. 

Beloved, God is calling you and I, to the battlefield of life. We are obligated to 
either fight or surrender. By the way, we have to be on the battlefield regardless of 
whether or not we fight. Good thing is when we don’t fight God still fights for us, why 
because someone who is a believer is praying for us keeping us in the grace of Jesus. 

The most exciting and thrilling attribute of prayer is answered prayer. Prayer that 
comes from the heart and is rewarded by the Lord is priceless. And without being pious 
think of all the priceless moments in your life, guess what that all came from the Lord. 

Its Prayer Time, come join us! Amen 
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BELLEFONTE UMC—PHOTO GALLERY 

Making “Love Baskets’ - Valentine’s 
Service 2017 

Working Hard on The Love Baskets-2017 

Arielle Jean Robertson & Nicoma Jackson - Baptized -January 2017 
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