
 

 
 

Grace and peace from the most high God to those of us who inhabit his earth, in the 

light of His Son, our Lord Jesus the Christ, who lives and reigns with the Father, in com-

munion with the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 

Beloved it has been a awhile since we have been able to share with you the good news 
that the Lord God is creating in His vineyard called Hillcrest-Bellefonte.  The summer 

started out with an exciting new bible study facilitated by Bro. Chet and Ashely Roberts, a 
teaching cd on Christian marriage.  The attendance was surprisingly diverse with couples 

ranging from being engaged to thirty and forty years together. The seminar presented by re-
newed televangelist Jimmy Evans, was truly an eye opener to the surprising nuances that 
a marriage can take along with the journey we engage with our spouses in the world we 

live.  However what is most important is the recognition of the Jesus leading and guiding 
us in our marriage and the impact of what including the lord in our relationship does to 

renew and refresh relationships that can be worn through the mundane drudgery of life. 
For ten weeks or more we shared our lives and stories with one another in Christian love 
and openness and I truly believe we were all blessed by the experience. Once again thanks 

Chet and Ashely, may the lord continue to bless you. Amen. 

Since the last time we talked Hillcrest trustees have managed to secure a proper new 
shed for the storage of tools and machines necessary for the upkeep of the grounds and 
facilities of the church complex. We applaud their efforts and the tenacity of the team to 

work this vital ministry of the church.   

Many times along the journey of faith the people of God encounter a setback or two 
and it may seem that all is lost. As a pastor who can be prone to moments of despair, I 

consistently glance at one of the placards on my desk that reads, “Good morning this is 
God. I will be handling all of your problems today. I will not require your help.” Beloved, if 
that statement isn’t humbling, I don't know what is, but more importantly is the blessed 

assurance that we serve a God who will provide for all of our needs and all of our desires 
just for the asking. He is also a God of rest who will take all of our burdens upon himself. 

(Matt 11:28-30). 

One of the highlights of the summer was VBS. This is a time when we can see the work of 
the Lord not only in our vineyard but in the life and ministry of the parish churches that 
are part of our community cluster. Under the direction of our own Elaine Murphy who 

skillfully coordinates between the four churches, St. Mark’s Lutheran, Presbyterian Church of 
the Covenant, and St. Helena’s RC Church.  We saw the performance and videos built on 

the theme, “Weird Animals,” based on the premise of Gods love for all creation despite 
looks, complexion, size or shape. The idea that all are precious in the sight of the lord and 
the point of departure that all of should relish is that the we are wonderfully made and 

should respect and love each other for who we are, and not what we believe each other to 
be. What was really spectacular was the amount of participation and discipleship from the 
members of Hillcrest who were involved in the execution of the bible school ministry that 

made my soul bubble over with joy, and the cooperating spirit of the other churches is 
added assurance that the Lord God is still in the blessing business for those who love him 

and are called according to his purpose (to paraphrase). 

All in all this was also a time when we could celebrate the ministry of our favorite son 
JJ and his technical prowess in the sound booth which made it possible for the children to 
move from video to audio exercises that enhanced the lessons and activities that the teach-

ers provided for them. Yes, beloved, we applaud the work and the labor this church has for 
the youth and future of the faith in our vineyard.  Keep up the good work and, we are ex-

pecting  a youth explosion in the fall right here at Hillcrest-Bellefonte. 

Continued on page 5 
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A Message from Our Pastor… 



 
 You will fill 
me with joy 

in your  
presence, 

with eternal 
pleasures at 
your right 

hand . 
Psalm 16:11 
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Nancy Gerney 
Director of Music 

MUSIC MINISTRY/WORSHIP COMMISSION 

Come With Joy 
 

The seasons are changing and, for some, the dull, dark, dreary, 
cold days of winter that affect our physical comfort begin to dampen 
our hearts and emotional outlook. I will be the first to admit that 
this Jersey girl loves summertime. The beauty and fragrance of 
the flowers and vegetation and warm summer breeze makes my 
heart sing! I am amazed every year when I watch an unsightly 
bulb burst forth into an amazing flower. When I was a little girl, 
we sang a song in Sunday school, “It is summertime in my heart, 
when Jesus saved me, new life He gave me, even in wintertime it’s 
summer in my heart.” What an amazing concept!  As Christians 
we need not be affected by our dismal surroundings. When Jesus 
lives in our hearts He gives us light and life and joy and peace. 
Even in the darkest and coldest of times, we garner strength and 
courage as we look around at His everyday miracles. Be revived 
and refreshed by the hope and promise of new life – every day in 
every way! Focus on Jesus and you can have summertime in your 
heart all year round. 

We’re back to our regular worship schedule on September 7th 
with Sunday School for all ages at 9:30 AM and Worship service at 
11:00 AM. Come into His sanctuary and worship with us. Leave 
your baggage at the door and your cares at the altar and be trans-
formed by His love and mercy. 

The choir will begin their regular rehearsals in September. 
More info to come in the bulletin.  We practice for about thirty 
minutes immediately following our worship service on Sunday.  
Not only is this a time of preparing our “offering” for our dear 
Lord, but also a chance for our choir family to fellowship and share.  
We would love to have you join us. Our choir has been dwindling 
in numbers but we are committed and full to overflowing with 
praise and thanksgiving for His love. I will mention that if partici-
pation remains at the present level of reduced membership, we 
will be limited to presenting just Christmas and Easter music. So 
join in and help us keep the choir as a monthly ministry.  

The Children’s Department, under the leadership of Elaine 
Murphy and Shannon Orpello, will continue to share their songs 
with us throughout the year. Their enthusiasm and joyful praise 
is contagious! 

Each Sunday we are warmly welcomed at the door of our sanc-
tuary with a warm smile and uplifting words by our greeters and 
ushers. It is an important aspect of helping our church family and 
visitors feel comfortable and at home in our church. We thank our 
Head Usher, Charlie Grimes, for coordinating this effort. If you 
would like to become a part of this team of ushers and greeters, 
please see Charlie.   

In case you’re a first-time reader of our Voice, may I mention 
that we offer a pleasing balance of music styles in our worship 
services? On the first Sunday of each month we are inspired to 
enter into His presence with Communion with the organ adding to 
the sacred atmosphere of prayer and reverence. Our traditional 
hymns and gospel songs are enjoyed with accompaniment on our 
concert grand piano throughout the month. On the fourth Sunday 
the congregation selects and wholeheartedly sings congregational 
favorites. 

We invite you to enter into the heart of worship with us. As the 
family of God, may we share our joy in daily worship and service, 
not only in our sanctuary but beyond our walls into our community.  
Get excited about spreading His word and keep the Son shining!    

 
 

Nancy S. Gerney 
Director of Music/Worship 

 

http://bible.gospelcom.net/passage/?search=Psalm%2034:%203;&version=45;
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EDUCATION COMMISSION 

Elaine Murphy, Chair 

 Vacation Bible School 2014 
Our summer Vacation Bible School was a huge success! Hillcrest-

Bellefonte UMC partnered with three other churches in our community, 
Presbyterian Church of the Covenant, St. Marks Lutheran Church and 
St. Helena’s Roman Catholic Church to tell the children of our community 
about the unconditional love of Jesus Christ.  

The theme this year was “Weird Animals – Where Jesus Love is One-Of-A-Kind.” Each night you 
could hear the children singing God’s praises and shouting “Jesus loves you!” What a great message 
to keep in your heart forever. 

 Each day while discovering unusual animals that God created such as the axolotls (a salaman-
der) and the leafy sea dragon the children learned important Bible points. These weird animals 
taught the children that even when you’re left out, even though you’re different, even when you 
don’t understand, even though you do wrong, and even when you’re afraid… 

JESUS LOVES YOU! 
The points were each highlighted in Bible stories including Jesus healing the ten lepers, the  

Samaritan woman at the well, washing the disciple’s feet, Jesus death and resurrection and the 
story of Anaias and Saul. 

VBS began on Sunday night, July 27. During the week over 140 children and teens registered. 
The average attendance each night was 108 with 20 preschoolers, 68 children ages 5-11 and 20 
teen crew leaders. In addition over 38 adults served as station leaders, helpers, crew leaders and 
support staff. A bus from the Bellevue Community Center picked up over 40 children from Edge-
moor Gardens.  

Each evening the children enjoyed a free meal of sandwiches, milk, fruit and juice compliments 
of the Wilmington Parks and Recreation Summer Food Program. After the meal the room filled with 
singing and laughter as our own hilarious “Dr. Paws” aka Marion Humphrey hunted for unusual 
animals for her zoo.  Children were then divided into crews where they traveled to different station. 
Shannon Orpello energetically led the games. Sandy Vidro and Caroline Grimes conducted amazing 
science experiments, Cindy Maser brought the Bible stories to life, Diane Hill and Carolyn Backus 
helped the children whip up delicious snacks.  Pastor Tony and his wife Anne even joined the crews 
in their adventures. The grand finale of each evening was the slide show of the children prepared 
by JaMeair Macklin-Scott and Lisa Levine. 

This year’s Operation Kid-to-Kid mission project helped provide clean safe drinking water to 
children in India. For just $2.50 a child in India can have clean water for a year at school. This 
year the children at VBS collected $103.65. That means 41 children in India will enjoy clean water! 
Thank you children for your donations. 

There are many people to thank for this amazing week. We would like to thank our hosts,  
Presbyterian Church of the Covenant for use of their facilities. We would like to thank the teen  
and adult volunteers from St. Mark’s, St. Helena’s, Covenant and Hillcrest-Bellefonte for coming 
together for this amazing adventure, without your help this would not be possible. We would like 
to thank St. Mary Madeline’s RC Church for sharing the awesome decorations and Aldersgate UM 
Church for sharing supplies. We would like to thank Sandra Manlove and the Wilmington Summer 
Food Program for the meals and Susan Strawbridge from Bellevue Community Center for providing 
a bus. Finally we would like to thank God and his son Jesus for making this week “One-Of-A-Kind”. 

 

Elaine Murphy  
VBS director 
 

 

Sunday School News 
Sunday School begins the new fall hours on September 7. Joins us 

at 9:30 AM for fun, fellowship and Bible studies. Adults will meet in the 
Ev Hockeborn Prayer room located on the ground floor of the Education 
wing. Children will meet in room 2B. Hope to see you there! 

 
 
 

Education Commission Meeting 
The Education Commission will meet on Monday September 15 at 7 PM in the Ev Hockeborn 

prayer room located on the ground floor. Anyone interested in Christian education and related  
activities is encouraged to attend. 
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METHODIST MISSIONS 

Congo Missions 
 

       The Peninsula-Delaware Conference is in partnership with the Central Conference of Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo. We have four main on-going missions: Cataract Surgery, eye care and 
eye glasses Clinics, Mpasa Nutrition Center and Clinic, Children's ministry and 2 agriculture and 
animal farms.  
 

July 2014 Cataract Surgery, Eye care and Eye glasses Clinic 

In July the Congo Partnership of our conference sent a mission team to Diengenga, Democratic 
Republic of Congo.  The US team consisted of Donna Baker, APN (RN); Dr. Kris Karlen, MD; Charles 
Narh, OR technical assistant and Rev. Jonathan Baker, chairman of the Congo Partnership. At 
home, backing up the team, was Judith Ingalls, MLS (ASCP) supply coordinator. 

The Congolese team consisted of Dr. Roger Kapembu, MD; Dr. Rebecca Yohadi, MD; Dr. Pierre 
Manga, MD and many RN’s, and support people.  

The patients came from near and far. There are no roads between villages, so most walked for 
days with the help of relatives or some rode bikes.  One man walked for 5 days holding onto the 
end of a stick. On the other end was his grandson, leading him on to where his eyesight would be 
restored: the promised land.  

A new building had been built for 2 ORs.  The school across the road had been scrubbed and 
many beds and pallets were set up to be used as the post-op.  The hostel for the teams had been 
cleaned and prepared. Food and water were ready for the teams and the patients.  

On July 7, the teams were assembled, the new OR building had been dedicated, prayers prayed 
and many patients had arrived.  But the supplies had not.  

Back on June 17, $250,000 worth of supplies were shipped from St. Paul’s UMC to the capitol 
city of Kinshasa, DRC. This included all medications, disposable instruments and everything else 
needed for cataract surgery and treating eye problems.  They arrived on June 27 and were held by 
customs until July 9 due to a disagreement about fees. The supplies arrived in Diengenga on July 10.  
Surgery and treatment had been delayed 4 days. This is not unusual for this kind of mission. 
While they were waiting, many of the 4000 patients that would eventually be screened, were seen 
by the doctors and evaluated.  

Many patients had cataracts or other surgical problems.  Others needed glasses. The most 
heart wrenching of all were the number of children they were seeing that were blind or near blind 
with cataracts, even a newborn!  One lady brought her child that actually had no eyes and wanted 
help. 

After the morning devotionals, the patients lined up for surgery. The cataract patient’s eyes 
were tested and evaluated and then they were given a box containing the correct lens for their eye. 
This they held onto with a steel grip, never putting it down. So many times in their lives they have 
been promised things and have been disappointed but this time the promise will be kept and their 
sight restored.  

They now sit in a line near the OR waiting for surgery. When it is their turn they lay down on a 
gurney and their eye is numbed and prepped for surgery. On the other side of a screen the doctor 
is finishing up the previous patient and then they walk to the OR table. They are draped and their 
hair is covered with a cap. Above their head is a large operating microscope. The doctor and RN 
walk over, hold their hands, and prayers are given.  The light is turned on and surgery begins. No 
more than 10 minutes later a gauze patch and eye cover are taped over their eye and they walk out 
to recovery on the arm of an RN.  

They will return the next day to have the patch removed and their eye evaluated. Their sight is 
blurry but it will clear up in a few days. After being given some drops and pain pills they can start 
back home. Because there were so many patients, many nights the teams worked until 2 AM.  

Of course there were problems: a plea for more glasses to be delivered by a US agricultural  
team that was arriving in a few days; a shortage of gowns and gloves; and medicines that had been 
stolen while the supplies were waiting in customs. But through ingenuity and  scooter rides to the 
nearest town to purchase gloves, all was well.  

    On July 18, Dr. Karlen and Charles Narh had to leave to fly home. All the Congolese doctors 
decided to stay for another week to make up for the days lost because of the supplies. In the end 
4000 people were evaluated, 387 surgeries were performed of which 297 were for cataracts, many 
eyes were medicated and 1000 pairs of eye glasses were fitted.  
God is good.   

   Judy Ingalls 
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

 UMW Honoring Long-Time Members 

On Sunday, September 21, long time members of UMW will be honored during the  

worship service.  Following the service will be a celebration luncheon.   

These UMW members have contributed greatly for many years:  

Miriam Blackmer, Louise Funds, Kate Hoey, Shirley MacDonald, Myra Mack,  
Jane McGinnis, Mary Lou Mitchell, Jinny Squire, Dot Steele, and Thelma Warren. 

A Message from our Pastor  continued 

Road Trip 

Over the past few months, nine to be exact, under the leadership of Sister Carolynn 
Grimes, a group of us embarked on a pilgrimage to Springfield Gardens UMC, in Jamaica, 

Queens, N.Y. It was a sojourn that caused us many hardships and months to complete, 
(nine to be exact), yet everyone who took the venture was more than satisfied, spiritually, 
mentally and physically. The hospitality that Dr. Cecil Stone and his congregation dis-

played for us was more than we ever expected and the love of the Lord God permeated our 
one day stay refreshing us in many ways as members of a group seeking the face of the 

Lord. In this short space in time there were many stories that we shared about ourselves 
and our spiritual experiences with the worship services we attended along with the indi-
vidual hearings that people received both spiritual and physical. Moreover the trip was one 

of a spiritual nature to unburden our souls of the many trials and tribulations the average 
disciple of the Lord faces everyday, we had the opportunity to be renewed, refreshed and 

revived each and every moment by what the Lord was doing in our lives and in the life of 
Hillcrest Bellefonte. We praise the name of the Lord for the brave and fulfilled souls who 
ventures on a trek of discovery of the real final frontier….. the frontier of the modern 

soul…. may God be the glory!   

There is much I can say about the bonds of unity and compassion displayed by all who 
traveled and how the Lord Jesus, was with us each step of the way.  Yet, brothers and  
sisters, the main cause was for us to be part of the vanguard churches that are involved 

rediscovering and renovating the Methodist Connection to become involved with forward 
Christ centers churches that share the love of the Lord, the grace of Jesus Christ and the 

sweet communion of the Holy Spirit. Churches in which we can fellowship with and learn 
of the new and exciting things the Lord has done in our life time. Yet don’t believe this 
writer, believe the pilgrims that sojourned on this odyssey, come and taste that the Lord is 

truly good. 

We are looking forward to all of the wonderful things the Lord has in store for us. Amen 

and may the Lord God continue to bless you. 

Rev. Tony Arrington  

UMW Tailgate Sub Sale  
 

6” Turkey Sub or  
6” Italian Sub stuffed 

Options:  Lettuce/Tomatoes/Mayo/Peppers (Hot or Sweet) 
 

$6.50 each 
 

Call: (302)764-3145 or (302) 750-3912 

Leave a message with your phone number 
 

     Delivery Date:  Saturday, September 6, 2014    
 

Pick-up is at Hillcrest-Bellefonte UMC, Hillcrest Hall  
from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM  

UD game starts at 6 PM vs. Delaware State 
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September 
 Happy Birthday Happy Anniversary 

2nd Jinny Squires 19th Carl & JoAnn Lundgren 

 Mary Jane McGinnis 

8th Thelma Warren 

13th Ellen Clemens 

15th Henry Lewis 

 Karol Khan 

16th Nancy Gerney 

 Stephanie Murphy 

 

October 
Happy Birthday Happy Anniversary 

3rd Myra Mack 28th John & Phyllis Kind 

2nd Catherine Myers 

12th Ja-Meair Scott 

17th Lynn Rodriguez 

19th Robbie Maser 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

COMING SOON 

400 Hillcrest Avenue-Wilmington (302-764-3145) 

FALL BAZAAR 
Saturday, November 15 – 9AM-2PM 
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September 2014 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
Labor Day 
Office Closed 

2 3 
 
 

4 
 
 

5 6 
 
 

7 
 
 

8 

 

12:30 pm, Ruth Circle 

9 

 

7 pm,  Joy Circle 

10 
 
 

11 
 
 

12 
8 pm, Hall Rental 

13 
 

10 am, Trustees 

3 pm, Hall Rental 

14 
 
11 am, Hall Rental 

15 
 
2 pm  UMW Exec., 

Ev H. Room 

16 
 
 

17 
 
 

18 
 
 

19 20 
 
 

21 
 
12 pm, UMW  

Celebration, H.H. 

22 
 
 

23 
 
7 pm, Ad Council, Ev. 
H. Room 

 

24 
 
 

25 
 
 

26 27 

28 29 30 
 
 

     

October 2014 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 2 3 4 
 

5 6 
 

7 
 

8 
 
 

9 
 
 

10 11 

10 am, Trustees 

 

12 
 

  

13 
 
12:30 pm, Ruth Circle 

14 
 
7 pm,  Joy Circle,  

Ev Hockeborn Room 

15 
 

16 
 

17 18 

 

19 
 
 

20 
 

2 pm  UMW Exec., 

Ev H. Room 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
 
7pm  Charge Conf., 
Sanctuary 

24 25 

26 27 28 
 

29 
 

30 
 

31   

CALENDARS 

Weekly Events 

 Sundays Tuesdays Wednesdays Thursdays  
8:15 AM  Prayer Warriors 10:00 AM Exercise Class, H.H. 12:00 PM Bible Study, 1B 9:30 AM Food Ministry, 1B 
9:30 AM Sunday School 7:00 PM Girl Scouts, 1B 6:30 PM Bible Study, 1B 9:30 AM New To You Shop 
11 AM Worship    6:30 PM Girl Scouts, 1B 10:00 AM Exercise Class, H.H. 
 

Church office open Tuesday—Friday, 8:00 AM to 12 NOON. 



400 Hillcrest Avenue 

Wilmington, DE  19809-3257 

Phone: 302-764-3145 

E-mail: hillcrestbellefonteumc@verizon.net 
Open Minds...  
Open Hearts...  
Open Doors.... 

  T H E  V O I C E — T H E  N E W S  A T  H I L L C R E S T  B E L L E F O N T E  U M C  

Weekly Bible Studies 
Are you interested in learning more of God’s Word?  We have Bible 

study groups every Wednesday at Noon and 6:30 PM,  one each Thursday 

morning at 9:30 AM as part of the food ministry.  Please feel free to join 

in at any of these times; we would love to have you.  Come, share and 

deepen your walk with our Lord! 

Nursery 

Our nursery is open for infants, toddlers and preschoolers each Sunday at 

11:15 AM, following the children’s sermon. Children are invited down to 

play and hear an age appropriate Bible story. 


