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   Pastor Arrington is on vacation,   Look for his column in 

the March issue of “The Voice” 
 

 
 

 

Rev. Anthony Arrington 

Hillcrest-Bellefonte  
“The Resurrected Church” 

 

    In the Neighborhood    
 

 
     A hearty welcome to two new local businesses: 
 

Cajun Kate's – A popular venue at Booth's Corner, this cajun food eatery recently opened 
its second location at 922A Philadelphia Pike, near Rita's and across the street from 
WaWa. Initially open weekends but closed over New Year's weekend. 

 
Cricket phone store on Philadelphia Pike, offering cell phones and related equipment. Be-

tween WaWa and Mazzella's.   
 
     Bellefonte Community Center, 510 Duncan Road. Jan. 16, Monday, a special event for Martin Luther 
King Day. Call the community center at 762-1391 and/or check the center's website at   Bellevuecc.org. 
 
     First Friday Art Loop, 5-8pm: Jan. 6, Feb. 3, March 3.  Both Bellefonte Arts and Bellefonte Vintage on 
Brandywine Blvd. will participate and feature various artists.  
 

 

The Cradle, a Christmas Story “Fictional” 
by Dr. Ralph F. Wilson 

 
They left their home, the new cradle still swinging from the rafters. Night after night the aroma of fresh-cut wood 
had filled the room as Joseph had patiently fashioned the tiny cradle, using the same chisel and saw he usually put 
down at dusk.  Joseph wiped the tears from Mary's cheeks and shut the door behind them. "It'll be okay," he told 
her, as he cinched up their belongings on the donkey. 

"Joseph, can't we wait a few days? The baby could come any time." She didn't want to leave home. Not now. 
"We've waited for the baby as long as we dare." He was ready to get on the road. "We have to leave today or I'll 
be arrested for not appearing in Bethlehem for the census."  "At least bring the cradle, Joseph," she pleaded. "I 
want the baby to have something nice."  "No, it'll have to stay behind. The baby will be rocking in it soon 
enough." 
 
Joseph tugged hard at the donkey's halter. No luck. "Come on, animal," he shouted, whacking it on the rear end to 
get it moving. Grudgingly the donkey responded. With one hand Joseph led the donkey, with the other he steadied 
Mary on the steep incline, slowly enough to accommodate her ungainly progress down the winding road which 
led from Nazareth's height. In the house above, the cradle hung still. 

Five days and ninety bone-weary miles later, Joseph searched the small stable where they were staying on the 
outskirts of crowded Bethlehem. Mary's time would be soon now. He was careful to keep his lamp from igniting 
the old straw. He finally settled on an ancient stone manger for the baby's bed, cut from the wall of the limestone 
cave which housed the animals. He reached in to scoop the last gritty bits of straw from the manger's dank bottom. 
"That'll have to do," he muttered. He filled the trough with an armful of fresh fodder, which he covered with a 
folded blanket to keep the animals away. 

It was well past midnight by the time Mary finished washing and wrapping her new baby. Now she lifted him 
gently into his new bed. Joseph put his arm around her shoulders as they gazed at the sleeping infant.  Mary 
touched the tiny fingers. "That cradle you spent so much time on would be real nice right now, Joseph." She 
looked up at the cave's low ceiling. "You could hang it somewhere. No baby I know has a cradle like that. It's fit 
for a king." 

  Joseph grinned. "Not every boy has a carpenter for a dad," he said. But he wondered. Why couldn't little Jesus be 
home in that cradle? Why does this special child the angel told Mary and him about have to be born in this smelly 
stable? A hill-country carpenter's home is bad enough. Why here? Why Bethlehem? 



      
 
 
    
 
 
 

 
The Voice needs your help with...  

...The Gratitude Column 

 
Editor’s Note:  We look forward to publishing here what our congregants, church-goers,  
and our ministries' participants are grateful for.   Email your gratitudes from your computer 
(not telephone) to the church, to Grace Lawson, our church secretary. You also may put 
them in the mailbox on her door or give them to Kristie Moore or Kathy Bailey. No com-
puter?  Handwritten thanks are just as welcome. Have writing anxiety? Your editors offer 
help that is confidential and free!    Share your spirit. 

                                    
 
 
 
 
 
Thanks be to God for the sound of babies cooing and whimpering during worship. It represents new  
life for Hillcrest - Bellefonte. Praise the Lord ! 

 
Elaine Murphy  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

WOW – Such a Great Christmas Eve Service! 
 
     This was my first year attending our Christmas Eve service. I found it absolutely awesome. Among the 
many aspects I adored were the multi-colored star lights shining throughout the Sanctuary, spilling onto Pas-
tor, congregants, singers and other performers.  The original and exceptional Star of Bethlehem that led so 
many to Christ's birthplace was extraordinarily bright.  But, nowadays stars can be hard to see because of 
bright lights, neon signs and lit billboards. The multi-colored stars at the service were powerfully, visually 
riveting, reminding me of perhaps how scary yet awesome the Star of Bethlehem was that First Night. Thank 
you not only for our special-effects pros but all who contributed to making this event so memorable.   – 
 
 Kristie Moore 

The Cradle, (continued) 

The answer wasn't long in coming. An older boy poked his head in the door, startling the couple from their 
quiet moment. "Is there a baby in here?" he mumbled apologetically. Then he saw the tiny child. Mary picked 
her baby up to shield the infant from his eyes. The face disappeared.  

Mary's eyes mirrored Joseph's concern. He strode to the cave's opening. He could hear a distant call, "Over 
here, Jake found him!" In the darkness, Joseph could make out a handful of forms coming toward him. He 
gripped his stout wooden staff and stood resolutely at the door.  As they approached the stable he could see 
they were shepherds. Joseph's grip on the staff tightened. The oldest one spoke hesitantly. "Can we come in? 
We have ... ah ... come to see the Christ-child." 

Joseph glanced at Mary. He could feel a tingle move down his spine. This was more than an accident. The 
whole fantastic course of events was far more than an accident. He nodded and stepped back into the stable. 
"Yes, come in. You are welcome." 

The shepherds shuffled into the cramped cave. The youngest pushed in alongside the donkey to get a better 
view. They knelt. "God be praised!" The old shepherd spoke with deepest reverence.  "It's just like the angel 
told us," another whispered in awe. "'Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all peo-
ple,' the angel said." 

"Imagine! An angel . . . talking to us!" the old man interjected with rising excitement. "None of the uppity-ups 
in this town would lower themselves to talk to us shepherds," he added. "But an angel did . . . And the child is 
right here in a stable so we can come and see him." Rivulets of tears were inching down the shepherd's weath-
ered face. 

Joseph stared at the old man. "How did you find us?" he finally asked. The boy who had first peeked in an-
swered. "The angel said, 'Unto you is born ....'"   "Yes, to us!" The beaming old man couldn't contain himself.  
The boy spoke deliberately, as if to remember the exact words: "Unto you is born this day in the city of David 
a Savior ..."    

"That's here--Bethlehem--David's birthplace," the littlest boy interrupted. He thrust out his chest proudly. 
"King David was a shepherd, too, you know." 

The older boy continued. " . . . a Savior, which is Christ the Lord." 

"The Christ, the Messiah . . . He's the one!" The old man pointed to the baby. 

"The angel was very specific," the young man went on. "'And this shall be a sign unto you. You shall find the 
babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.'" He grinned. "How could we miss? We just ran into 
town and checked every stable until we found you . . . found him." The boy paused. "How many newborns in 
Bethlehem do you know with a cattle manger for a cradle?" 

Joseph chuckled. So that was it. The heavenly Father Himself had provided a bed for His child. A special cra-
dle. A sign to these crude shepherds that God cared for them too. 

Joseph squeezed Mary's hand very tightly. 

 



The Laminin Cell 
 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

When we look at the human body, it appears fairly normal to us.   We all have a head, neck, arms, hands, fingers, 
body/trunk, legs, feet, toes and bones.  But, shall we dig a little deeper? 
    
Our Creator/God does not get the understanding or praise He deserves, from we His children, for the intricate way 
He created US!  The thought He put into the creation of man must have been phenomenal.   
 
Genesis 126: 27:  “let us make man in our image, in our likeness…”  So God created man in His 
own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. 
 
 Let us look inward at just how much thought God did put into making us, His children. 
 
Psalm 139: 13, 14   For you created my innermost being: you knit me together in my mother’s womb.   
\I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 

 
Have you ever wondered what holds us together?  You have a brain, heart, lungs, kidneys, liver, stomach, spine; a 
myriad of organs and parts that all work together to keep your human body running.  Each organ is made up of 
different kinds of cells, each unique to itself.  For instance, what keeps the heart’s cells from separating and floating 
off into the blood stream?  What holds the brain together so it doesn’t resemble Jello?  What keeps the liver togeth-
er so that we don’t turn yellow?     WHAT HOLDS US TOGETHER? 
 
Let’s discover God’s wonderful, intrinsic creation of how He holds us together on the inside and the outside.   
 
We have these wonderful, tiny little cells called Laminin.   Wikipedia describes them: ‘Laminins are a family of 
proteins that are an integral part of the structural scaffolding of basement membranes in almost every human (and 
animal) tissue.’  They are called adhesion molecules.  They are what hold one cell of our bodies to the next cell.  
Without them, we would literally fall apart.   
 
The amazing thing about the Laminin cell is that it is in the shape of the Cross.  This proves that Christ was there, 
as the Bible says, in the beginning, when He created man and woman.   
 
John 1: 1-4  In the beginning was the Word, and the  Word was with God , and the Word was God.  He was with 
God in the beginning.  Through Him all things were made; without Him nothing was made that has been made.  In 
Him was life, and that life was the light of men. 
 
Colossians 1: 17   He, (Jesus) is before all things; and in Him all things hold together. 
 
He designed us to carry a crucial part of Him (which holds us together), and it’s in the shape of a cross.  We have 
been carrying the sign of Christ’s resurrection, His forgiveness of our sins, and our redemption, through His blood 
since man was created.  Yes folks, we are carrying the mark of Christ which will enable us to enter into heaven and 
be with Jesus….forever.                                                                 
    The condition is simple. 
 
John 3:16    “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that  
                          whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
 
 

God Bless You 
Your Prayer Ministry 

 

SALLY WELCH 
LAY LEADER 

  
BAPTISM 

 
On January 22, 2017 we will be baptizing our three new babies—Ariel Robertson, Tynel Peaker, Jr., 
and Zamiyah Dixon.  This is especially exciting because this is the Sunday we celebrate Mary and  
Joseph taking Jesus to the synagogue to be consecrated to the Lord.  What a perfect time for baby 
baptisms. 
 
Following the service that morning, there will be a reception.  Plan to stay and greet the babies. 
 

************************************************************************* 
HONORING OUR STAFF 

Put January 29, 2017 on your calendar!  We’ll HONOR OUT STAFF (Rev. Arrington, Nancy, Jimmy 

and Grace) after church with a covered dish luncheon,.  Bring your favorite food to share will all. 

Beginning January 1st, we will collect money to give each a gift.  Envelopes will be available to put 

your contributions in the offering for the three weeks before the 22nd.  Please mark the envelope “staff 

gift.” 

************************************************************************ 
LENT 

 
Ash Wednesday is March 1, 2017.    We will start the Lentin season with Ash Wednesday services with 
Chester Bethel, Aldersgate and Hillcrest-Bellefonte (HBUMC) United Methodist Churches.    
Wednesday evenings following Ash Wednesday, we will have evening Lentin Bible Study at HBUMC . 
Mark your calendars for this time of worship and study.   More information will be in the bulletin and the 

March VOICE.   

*************************************************************************************** 

 Wilmington District Laity Calendar – please put on your calendar. 
  

 March 4, 2017 - Time TBA (Usually 9 AM – Noon)  Lay Leadership training which includes SPRC, Treas-
urer, Trustees, Worship, Evangelism, and possibly more.   The workshops will be held at Simpson United 
Methodist Church.   Registration will be on the internet after the New Year. 
 
April 3, 2017 – 7:00 PM – Laity Clergy Celebration to be held at Cornerstone United Methodist Church.  
The theme this year is Evangelism and we will honor members at each church for the work they have done in 
Evangelism.  Plan to come to celebrate and support our honoree.   The tickets, which include a light meal 
will go on sale from Sally Welch in March, 2017 at $10.00 each.   Watch for more information. 
 
April – May, 2017  Lay Academy  will be held one evening each week for five weeks.   Watch for more in-

formation on this educational program.   Anyone may attend.   There is a fee which includes the text book.   

There are good classes.    Rev. Arrington has taught classes the last two years.  Much more information will 

follow.    



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
By Elaine Murphy 

 
        The Sunday School children created something unique for this year's presentation of the birth of 
Jesus for our Christmas Eve service. They read the scriptures in Matthew and Luke from the chil-
dren's Bible. These scriptures were made into a script. The children built a backdrop for each scene 
in the story using blocks and other items found in the classroom. Small nativity figures were posi-
tioned to help tell the story. Photos were taken and assembled into a power point presentation. 
         On Christmas Eve, the children narrated the presentation. A nativity milieu was created at the 
end of the power point using children and families from our congregation. Thanks to everyone who 
participated in creating and telling this timeless story of the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Administrative Council Meetings 
 
        January, a fresh slate, a new beginning. You are invited to attend meetings of the Administra-
tive Council of HBUMC. This organization oversees the operations of our church. Anyone may at-
tend the meetings which are held the first Tuesday of all months, except July, August and December.  
         
        Several committees have openings and welcome your participation. 
        
        During our January meeting, we will make exciting plans to help spread the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ in our community and the world around Hillcrest-Bellefonte.  
 
        The next meetings will be held Jan. 3, Feb. 7, and March 7. Please post the enclosed church 
calendar in your home office for reference for church meetings and events. 
         

Help Needed in Nursery 
 
       Two people are needed each week to work in our nursery every Sunday during our 11 am ser-
vice. Attendants must be age 18 or older and are required to have a background check. Please see 
Elaine Murphy or email her at semurphy@comcast.net if you know anyone who is interested. 
 

Food Ministry Help Needed 
 
          Our growing food ministry is making a difference in the lives of many families in our commu-
nity. Help is needed each week to collect a growing number of donations from local grocery stores 
and food pantries. Please see Jim Backus or contact the church office 764-3145 if you would like to 
be a part of this exciting and valuable ministry. 
 

Fund Raiser at Stanley's  
 
          On Wednesday, Jan. 18, HBUMC will hold a fundraiser at Stanley's Tavern on 2038 Foulk 
Road as part of Stanley's Gives Back. Stanley's will donate 15% of our food and beverage total to 
our  church. Our members and guests must present the enclosed coupon to receive the charitable 
donation.  
 
The coupon is valid only for the date of our event.  

 

 

  
  

mailto:semurphy@comcast.net


THE LONGER I SERVE HIM…. 
  
  

  
    

MUSIC AND WORSHIP MINISTRY 
 

LEAD ME, LORD 
 

This is our prayer for the new year…. lead me, Lord.  As we surrender our will and 
pray for guidance and direction, the way will become clear before us. God leads us along – some days present 
more challenges and greater sorrow than others – some come to us as a pleasant song in the sunshine. Whether 
it is a hill or a valley you are encountering, rest on the assurance than He will lead and provide each day. This 
time of the year brings us the blessing and promise of many new beginnings. The birth of our newborn King 
brings renewed hope in our hearts as we are reminded of our Savior’s purpose in our lives. A new year promises 
us challenges and the potential to accomplish amazing things in His name and through his strength.  
 
We continued our HBUMC tradition this year of joining our adult choir and children’s department to celebrate 
Jesus’ birth at our Family Christmas Eve service.  Many thanks to all who helped – in addition to the musicians, 
we appreciate those who helped with the preparation, sound fulfillment and multimedia media presentation and, 
most importantly, those who support our ministry with your prayers. A very special thank-you goes to Dan 
Murphy who devoted much time in writing, narrating and encouraging us each step of the way. It is a blessing 
to share in this celebration of our Savior’s birth. 
 
We look forward to welcoming back the Sunday Breakfast mission Men’s Choir on Valentine’s Day Sunday, 
February 12, 2017. The children will prepare little bags of love to hand out to them and our shut-ins. Mark the 
date and plan to bring family and friends. 
 
In case you’re a first-time reader of our Voice, may I mention that we offer a pleasing balance of music styles in 
our worship services. On the first Sunday of each month we are inspired to enter into His presence with Com-
munion with the organ adding to the sacred atmosphere of prayer and reverence. On the second Sunday, our 
praise team leads us in a relaxed, contemporary style of praise and worship.  Our traditional hymns and gospel 
songs along with choir selections are enjoyed with accompaniment on our concert grand piano on the third Sun-
day. On the fourth Sunday the congregation wholeheartedly selects and sings their favorites. We invite you to 
enter into the heart of worship with us. 
 
As we move forward into a new year of ministry at HBUMC it seems an appropriate time to mention how 
grateful I am for your support and encouragement.  Together, you and I, with the guidance of the One who 
loves us so very much, can plant the seeds that blossom into hope and promise for tomorrow. May you draw 
near to Him and find a new year be filled with peace and joy.  
 
Nancy Gerney 
Director of Music 
 

Love the Lord with all your heart….Walk in all His ways…. Hold fast to Him. 
Deuteronomy 11:22 

Nancy Gerney, Director 
of Music/Worship  

….the sweeter He grows. The more that I love Him, more love He bestows. Each 
day is like heaven, my heart overflows. The longer I serve Him, the sweeter He 
grows. Wm. Gaither 

Upcoming Hillcrest-Bellefonte UMC Events 
 

Joy Circle Gathering 
 
    The Joy Circle will meet Tuesday, Jan. 10, at 6:30pm at the home of Elaine Murphy at 1603 Brandywine 
Blvd.  We are reading aloud  chapter 9 of “The Pew Sisters”. We are collecting pull tabs from aluminum cans, 
prayed over spare change. This women's group welcomes any newcomers and friends. We may be toying with 
fresh perspectives for the Joy Circle for the new year. For more information call Marian at 302-690-0718.  
 

 

 
The Education Commission will meet, weather permitting, on Tuesday, January 24 at 7pm in the Ev 
Hockeborn Prayer room.  Anyone interested in Christian Education is invited to attend.  Any ques-

tions, see Elaine Murphy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Valentines Day Party 

Mark your calendars for our annual Valentine’s Party, February 12 following the worship service. We will 
make treat bags to take to the shut-in members of our congregation and for members of the Sunday Breakfast 
mission choir. Please help by bring items for the treat bags to the back of the church by Sunday, February 5. 
Useful items to include, but are not limited to: small shampoos, toothpaste, tooth brushes, packages of crackers 
or cookies, gum, hard candies, pens, notepads, wrapped chocolates and notes of encouragement. 


